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EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Year  ended  31st  Deeeinber,  1341). 


ICVSINCTON, 

Go.  1)1' nil  A, M, 

11)30. 


Mr.  Ghaii'inan,  I^adies  and  CtTitk'iiK'ii, 

I have  ])leasure  in  suhiiiitting  to  you  the  Aiunial  Ih'port  on  the 
liealth  and  sanitary  eoiiditioiis  of  your  disti'iet  foi-  tlu'  \eai'  11)41). 

riie  work  accomplished  hy  tin*  department  duriny  tlie  yt'ar  is 
described  in  the  various  sections  of  the  rej)oi't,  and  the  final  section, 
wliich  relates  to  tlie  work  of  tin'  Sanitary  Inspt'ctoi's’  department, 
has  been  contributed  by  the  Senior  Saiiitary  Inspector. 

It  is  the  pin'])ose  of  this  introduetoiy  letttu'  to  indieatt'  tlu'  main 
l)oints  of  interest  contained  in  the  body  of  the  i-(‘j)oi't  with  sonu' 
comment  where  needed. 


The  year  11)41)  was  tin*  first  full  year  of  woi'kiiiii;  undeT'  the  new 
conditions  conse(pient  upon  the  passing  of  the  National  Health 
Act,  U)4f).  In  the  re))oi't  for  I1)4S  it  was  mentioned  that  as  tlu' 
result  of  this  Act  this  Gouncil,  in  common  with  other  smalh'r 
authorities,  had  been  relieved  of  eei'tain  of  its  responsibilities  and 


no  new  functions  had  accriu'd  to  it.  This  is  reflected  in  the  rediuH'd 
size  of  this  report  as  contrasted  with  those  of  recent  years.  The 
sections  on  Thorpe  Isolation  Hosi)ital  and  Diphtheria  Immunisa- 
tion are  missing  or  much  curtailed,  the  forrnei'  having  ])assed 
under  the  control  of  the  Newcastle  uj)on  Tyne  ivegional  Hos])ital 
Board,  who  intend  to  convert  it  into  a Maternity  Hosj)ital,  and 
the  administration  of  the  latter  having  been  transfenx'd  to  the 
Local  Health  Authority,  the  Durham  County  Council. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

'Phis  lu'adiiiu'  iiu-lii(l(‘s  tlu'  fimii’cs  or  T’ates  which  allow'  a 
com j)arisoii  to  he  ina(l('  hctw'ccMi  tlu'  health  of  tlu'  inhabitants  of 
the  district  in  diftcrent  years  and  tlu'  In'alth  of  th(‘  connti'v  as  a 
w'liohn  'Phey  inclnd(‘  the  hiilh  rate,  tlu'  general  death  rate,  the 
infantik'  inoitality  rat('  and  tin'  maternal  mortality  rate. 


BiiiTH  IvA'rn. 

'Phe  figm'('  of  l!)-b  pc'r  1, ()()()  of  the  ))Oj)nlation  shows  a (kadine 
on  that  of  '2\ ■ \ for  IbdS,  whi(*h  in  turn  was  a little  below  the 
figure  of  :22-d  for  li)47.  It  is,  howevei',  still  higher  than  the  rate 
ibr  Kngland  and  \\kd(‘S  as  a whole  (Ib-T)  and  I'emains  above  that 
for  the  1 4S  smallei'  towns  (IS-O). 


4dier('  is  a ^eiu'ral  dc'cliiu'  from  the 


high 


tigui'es  of  the  rtaamt 
post-war  yi'ars  but,  as  eomjiarcal  with  tlu'  ix'st  of  tlu'  eountr'v, 
the  figures  for  this  distiiet  rennain  ixdativtdy  high. 


(1ener.\l  Dea'ph  PvAte. 

ddie  tiguiA'  foi'  the  gemnal  (k'ath  rate  was  10*d  p('r  I, ()()()  of  the 
poj)ulation,  and  is  slightly  higlun-  than  that  for  194S  which  was 
l)*f).  It  compares  favourably,  however,  with  that  of  11 -7  for 
England  and  Wales. 


Ineanti LE  Mortality. 

’’Phe  infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  who  die  out  of  every  1,000  live  births,  and  is  a 
factor  of  considerable  impoidance  in  assessing  the  general  health 
of  the  district. 


'Phe  rate  foT-  this  area  in  1040  was  48-0,  an  increase  of  five  on 
the  figure  for  lt)4S  which  was  40 -0.  It  again  com])ares  unfavour- 
ably with  that  foi'  England  and  Wales  which  continued  to  decline 
reaching  the  low'  level  of  IC,  and  it  also  remains  above  the  figure 
for  i^ondon  and  the  larae  tow-ns  which  wuis  07. 


Out  of  a total  of  78  deaths  of  infants  undei'  one  year  :2()  (00-0%) 
occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  a neo-natal  mortality  rate 
of  16- 1 per  1,000  live  births.  In  14  of  these  ])rematurity  w'as  given 
as  a primary  eause  of  death  and  in  three  as  a contributory  cause. 
'Phere  were  nine  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  in  children 
under  tw'O  vears  of  ave,  as  contrasted  with  10  in  1948. 

It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  an  increase  in  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  must  be  recorded  after  the  welcome  decline  of  the 
figure  for  1948  (49 -0)  from  that  of  09-  1 for  1947.  The  relatively 
hi^h  figures  for  this  district  as  contrasted  wdth  the  national 
figures  have  been,  and  remain,  a cause  for  concern. 


Diagram  Sf^owin^  ConjJaa'mVive  InJa^TzHle  C^oiHTa^lit'y  ]^Ves>. 
Ci^in^Pon  Floral  Piairricr,Pur^am  Couv2ly,  6^w<5land  atodl  GDales. 
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Tlic  factors  which  hcl])  to  reduce  infantile  inoi’tality  have  hccii 
discussed  in  previous  reports  and  it  is  not  intended  to  mention 
them  again,  but  some  statistics  liave  been  compiled  in  an  attemj)t 
to  ascertain  the  reasons  for  the  ])resent  unsatisfactory  position. 


Firstly  a comparison  has  been  made  over  the  past  ten  years 
between  the  rate  for  this  area  and  that  for  Durham  Countv,  and 
from  this  it  is  clear  that  the  ])robleni  concerns  not  this  district 
onlv  but  the  Countv  as  a whole.  A diay-ram  has  been  constructed 
showing  the  comparative  rates  for  the  Fasington  Dural  District, 
the  County  of  Durham  and  P]ngland  and  Wales  as  a whole,  which 
brings  out  this  point  (juite  clearly. 


Secondly,  a table  has  been  constructed 
mortalitv  bv  cause  for  11)41),  and  this  has 
the  corres})onding  national  figure  for  11)48. 


showing  the  infantile 
be(Mi  contrasted  with 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


Cause  of  Death 

England  & Wak^s 

1 1)48 

I'lasington  Rural 
District  11)41) 

Whooping  Cough 

0-b 

1 -1) 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

o-:i 

()•() 

Measles 

()•  1 

()•() 

Convulsions 

()-:i 

1 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

(i'll 

!()•  1 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

2-1) 

T)  • b 

Congenital  Malformations 

4-0 

b-l) 

Premature  Birth 

8-4 

1)*1) 

Injury  at  Birth  . . 

2'() 

()•() 

Asphyxia,  Atelectasis 

l>-8 

1 -2 

Congenital  Debility 

0-4 

()•() 

Haemolytic  Disease 

0*7 

()•() 

Other  Causes 

4-0 

2-4 

All  Causes 

:i:M) 

48  • 8 

While  it  is  fully  realised  that  this  is  not  an  accurate  statistical 
method  of  com])arison,  it  does  ap])ear  that  the  pro))ortion  of  infant 
deaths  in  the  area  due  to  res])iratory  diseases  such  as  bronchitis 
and  pneumonia  is  considerably  in  excess  of  the  national  figure. 
On  the  other  hand  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  ])rematurity, 
while  in  excess  of  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales,  is  not  very 
greatly  so. 


M'Ih*  i V('ly  hi^li  propoi'tioii  of  <l('aths  diu'  to  the  two  fii'st 

naiiual  irroups  ot  disiaist's,  nanudy  th(‘  rcspiratoi'y  and  ^astro- 
iiitostinal  ‘i:i’ouj)S,  would  socm  to  indicate'  tliat  ovel•c•I■o^^'d iiijj^ 
might  1)0  a i)ronouood  faotoi'. 

Dui’ing  th('  y('ar  an  ovc'i'crowdiiig  sni'vc'y  was  carric'd  out  hy  tlu' 
(h'part  iiK'nt , one  of  tlu'  purposes  of  \\hieli  was  to  aseeitaiii  how- 
far  tins  factor  could  Ix'  ineiaininated  as  a cause'  of  the'  high  infantile 
mortality  rate'  foi’  the'  distrie-t.  d'lu'  intre)'lue‘t ie)n  te)  this  I'e'port 
has  he'e'ii  inclueU'el  as  an  appe'iidix  to  this  annual  rcpe)i-t,  anel  lu'rc 
it  will  sultie'e'  to  say  that  the  e'e)nclusie)n  rcache'el  was  that  while 
overcrowding  e'xists  in  a se'i'ious  de'gre'e'  anel  is  uneh)uhte*elly  an 
imj)ortant  e-ont  ri hutoi’y  factor,  it  e-an  harelly  he'  lu'lel  te)  he  the' 
main  fae-tor  respe)nsi hh'.  l^ower  infantile'  mortfdity  I'ates  have' 
he'cii  achie've'd  in  are'as  whe're  tlu're  is  no  reason  to  suppe)se  that 
the  elegre'e'  of  ove'i'crowding  is  mue'h  l)ele)w  that  shown  te)  exist  in 
this  aix'a. 


'fhe  se)lution  e)f  the'  prohle'in  is  ne)t  e'asy  to  se'c,  hut  siiu'e'  it 
atteets  the'  ('ounty  as  a whole'  it  w-ould  ap])ear  that  an  investiga- 
tie)n  e)n  a larc;e'r  se-ah'  mi^ht  hrin^  fe)i-th  se)me  interestinir  anel 
])re)tital)le'  tinelings.  d'lu'  ])e'i-se)nal  e)pinion  is  ve'iitured  tliat,  while 
j)ui'suing  iinre'inittingly  all  measures  eh'signed  te)  im])re)ve'  he)usiiig 
anel  to  abate'  overe‘re)weling,  anel  intensifying  the  eelueatiemal 
wa)rk  e)f  the'  (Miild  Wh'lfare'  Se'rvie-e'  te)warels  a higher  standarel  of 
me)there'raft , some'  he'iie'lit  might  he*  gaine'd  from  an  iiu're'ase  in 
the  hospital  ae‘e'e)mmodation  for  infants,  with  skilleel  pae'eliatrie 
statl.  It  we)uld  howe've'r  he  a pre're'epiisite'  that  j)re)mpt  anel  intelli- 
gent use  he'  made'  of  siu'h  ae'e‘e)mme)datie)n. 


I A 'I'  E 11 N A L i\  I ( ) R '1'  A L n A' . 

The  ve'ry  satisfaete)r\  state  of  affairs  rejeorteel  foi‘  lt)4S  when 
there  were'  lU)  maternal  eh'aths  was  ne)t  maintaineel  in  lh4t)  eluring 
which  there  were'  two,  giving  a matei’iial  moidality  rate'  e)f  1*2 
as  ee)ntrasteel  with  the'  national  tigure'  of  -DS.  Xeither  e)f  these 
deaths,  he)wa've'r,  e)ee'urre'd  as  the'  I'csult  e)f  sepsis,  l)e)th  being  elue  te) 
■ e)ther  mate'rnal  cause's.' 

Xe)  case's  of  |)uerj)eral  pyrexia  were  notiffe'el  eluring  the  year, 
a fact  fe)r  wdiie'h  due'  e-redit  she)ulel  be'  given  te)  the  de)e*te)rs  and 
miehvive's  pi'aetising  in  the  area. 


ddie  transfei'  e)f  ddie)r|)e  Isolatie)n  Hospital  from  infectie)us 
diseases  weirk  to  maternity  eliel  imt,  fe)r  varie)us  reasons,  take  ])lace 
eluring  11)49,  Imt  at  the  time'  e)f  writing  the  necessary  alterations 
are  being  eaii’ieel  out  anel  it  is  expeeteel  that,  by  the  time  these 
worels  ajipeai’  in  ])rint,  the  he)spital  will  have  entered  em  its  new 
eluties.  This  measuT'e  te)  increase  the  number  e)f  maternity  beds 
available  she)uld  be  of  great  value  to  the  women  of  the  area. 
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INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

A .scrutiny  of  tlic  table  show  ing  tlu'  in(li^'i(lual  causes  of  (Uaitli 
sliows  tliat  heart  disease'  retains  its  jxjsitinn  at  tlu'  lu'ad  of  tlu'  list, 
but  diseases  of  the  blood  vessels  of  the  bi-ain  have  a^ain  disjelact'd 
cancer  from  tiu'  seeond  |)lace,  though  only  by  a small  margi!i. 
Cancer  in  the  third  j)osition  is  followe'd  by  bron(*hitis  and 
])neumonia  in  the  fourdh  with  tulx'i-culosis  (all  foiuns)  tifth,  and  tlu' 
group  comprising  dis(>as('s  of  ('arly  infancy  and  congeuiital 
malfoTunation  sixth. 

There  is  litth'  to  add  to  what  has  Ix'en  said  in  pre'vious  re'ports 
about  these  figure's.  A fe'eling  is  gi'owing  in  nu'elie-al  circle's  that 
some  carefully  e'xjere'sse'el  edue*at ie)nal  ])ropaganela  regareling  the' 
e'ai’ly  signs  e)f  cancer  might  I'e'sult  in  e*ase's  e*oming  unele'i*  tre'atme'id 
at  an  eailie'r,  anel  ther'efeere  me)re'  lu'lpful,  stage'.  At  the'  same*  time' 
measures  we)ulel  have  te)  be'  take'U  to  ensure'  that  ae‘e‘e)mme)elat  ion, 
peT‘se)nnel  anel  e'epiij)ment  v'e're'  available'  for  tlu'ir  in  ve'st  igat  ion 
anel  treatnu'nt,  which  is  hai’eily  the'  case'  at  this  pre'se'id  time*. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


ddie  statistics  tor  this  dise'ase  are'  se't  out  anel  sum marise'el  in  the' 
re'le'vant  see‘tie)n  eef  the'  re'jxei't. 

There  was  a marke'el  elecrease  in  the  numbe'r  of  new  e-ase'S  e)f  the* 
pulme)na?’y  form  e)f  the  elisease'  anel  a lesse'i-  fall  in  the'  numbe'i’  eef 
notiticatie)ns  e)f  the  ne)n-])ulme)nai’v  tyj)e'.  The'  numbe'r  eef  ele'aths 
fremi  beeth  feei'ins  e)f  the'  elise'ase  was  a little'  hiirhe'r  than  in  li)4S. 


Wdien  the'  meertality  rates  e)f  the'  elistrict  for  beeth  forms  e)f  the' 
elisease  are  e-eenijeareel  with  theese'  fe)r  Englanel  anel  While's  it  will  be' 
seen  that  emce  again  in  the  pulme)nary  type  the'  late*  for  this  aie'a 
is  below  the  ceirrespeeneling  natie)nal  tigure'.  This  fae-t  has  seenu' 
bearing  ein  what  has  alreaely  be'e'n  saiel  regai’eling  e)vere'i'e)weling 
anel  the  infantile'  mortality  rate',  since'  gieiss  eica'i'e-reiweling  is 
generally  retlee'te'el  in  a high  eh'ath  rate'  freem  pulmemary 
tuberculosis. 


For  the  non-jndmemary  type  e>f  the  elise'ase  the'  e'eemjiarisein  is 
still  unfavourable  to  this  elisti’ict. 

The  subject  oi'  tuberculosis  has  bee'U  eliseusseel  at  seenu'  le'Ugth 
in  recent  repeirts,  anel  there  is  little'  that  can  usefully  be'  aeleleel. 
The  long  elelay  in  eibtaining  aelmissiein  te)  sanatoria  still  exists, 
though  the  jiosition  is  a little'  im})re)veel  in  this  ai’ea  as  regarels 
male  cases.  The  causes  and  possible  rerne'dies  for  this  elelay  have' 
recently  been  much  eliseusseel  in  be)th  the'  lay  and  me'elical  pre'ss. 
ICC.G.  vaccine  is  ne)w  available  in  this  e'eiuntry  and,  in  spite'  ol' 
its  limitatieens,  may  serve'  te)  preitee't  seime'  veiling  e'emtae'ts  from 
the  ravages  of  the  disease. 
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Tuniiii^  to  ii()n-])ulin()iiary  tuberculosis,  tlu'  deatli  i“ate  foi- 
which  iu  this  distihct  is  above  tlu'  national  ii,mn“(',  two  facts  ar(‘  of 
int(U-(‘st.  Firstly,  ainony  tlu'  1 4S  milk  sainj)l(\s  takem  dui'ing  tlu' 
ycai-  and  subinitt(‘d  to  biological  examination  fo?‘  tubcrck*  bacilli 
no  l(‘ss  than  ('k'Vtm,  or  7-4  jx'r  c('nt . wcu'c  found  to  be  ))ositive. 
Secondly,  in  a r('|)ort  of  tlu'  M(‘dical  lv(‘S(‘arch  (\)uncil  rc'cently 
publislu'd  it  is  stat('d  that  from  tlu^  data  obtaiiual  in  an 
inv('stiiration  it  is  calculati'd  that  1,400  persons  died  in  Fngland 
durinjj;  tlu'  yiair  1044  from  ink'ction  of  bovine  origin.  44)es(‘  two 
facts  s(U'V('  to  (miphasiz('  tlu'  dan^('r  of  ^iviny  I’aw  milk  otluu' 
than  T/r.,  or  pastcuris('d,  to  youn”;  childi'cn. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  notilications  of  thes('  disc'ases  ai’(‘  sed  out  in  O'abk'  S. 
Scarkd  k'vcu'  was  much  k'ss  pic'vak'ut , oidy  104  cas(\s  Ixunw 
notiiic'd  as  compaia'd  with  404  in  104S,  and  thei’c  were  a, wain  no 
(kaiths.  Diphtlu'ria  notilications  numb(U'(‘d  oidy  12  as  against 
bO  in  104S.  Xoiu'  of  th(‘S('  12  cases  was  subscapumtly  contii-nKMl 
and  for  tlu'  lirst  tinu'  on  rc'coi’d  tluu’e  w(M'('  no  proved  eases  of 
di})htheria  in  tlu'  district.  In  s])it(‘  of  this  satisfactoi'y  ])osition, 
tluwc  should  be  no  rtdaxation  in  the  cam])aigii  to  obtain  100 
per  cent,  immunisation  of  all  childiam. 


44i(M-e  was  also  a fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles,  SOT 
being  notitied  as  against  1,440  in  I94S,  and  there  was  one  death 
from  this  disease'.  'The  ebb  and  How  of  measles  over  ])eriods  of 
a|)proximately  two  velars  is  now  well  recognised,  but  the  continued 
low  death  rate'  is  gi-atifying  when  e*om j)are'el  with  the  higli  mortality 
due'  to  this  dise'ase  in  pre'-sul])he)namide'  anel  ])re-])enicillin  times. 


\\4u)0|)ing  e'ongh  notilicaf ions  numbe'i’ed  210  as  against  411  in 
104S,  but  thei-e  wei-e  four  deaths  from  this  elisease  as  ce)m])areel 
with  two  in  the'  ])re'vie)us  year.  The  seriousness  of  whoo])ing 
e*ough  in  infants  and  young  chikb’en  is  becoming  increasingly 
I'ecogniseel. 


There  were  ne)  ne)tilications  e)f  cerel)ro-spinal  meningitis, 
but  twe)  cases  admitteel  to  The)r])e'  Isolation  Hospital  uneler 
tentative  diagnoses  were  fe)und  to  be  suffering  from  this  condition. 
44ic  ine'idence  e)f  this  disease,  thei’efoi’e,  remaineel  at  a low  level. 


One  case  of  polioinyc'litis  \vas  notitieel  anel  Avas  subsequently 
e‘e)ntirmeel. 


A brief  ae'count  is  given  on  ])age  25  (T  an  outbreak  of  food 
poisoning  which  e)CcuT're'd  in  a factory  in  the  elistrict,  which  was 
of  brie'f  duration  and  fortunately  unae‘ce>mj)anieel  by  serie)us 
conseque'ne‘e's.  ddiis  was  the  only  outbi'eak  T‘epe)]‘ted  diu'ing  tlu' 
yeai-. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Under  the  Xational  Hc'altli  Aet,  the  responsil)!!!! y foi- 

diphtheria  iininuiiisation  in  tlie  ai“ea  was  transfc'rn'd  from  this 
Council  to  the  Durham  County  Council  as  tlu'  Local  Hcailth 
Autliority.  It  is  conscapiently  no  longcu'  possihh'  to  ])rovide  the 
detailed  tables  which  have  l)een  jj^iven  in  I’ecent  ycairs,  hut  tlu* 
relevant  statistics  have'  been  extraett'd  from  th(‘  (piai-ttuly  rc'poi'ts 
of  tlie  (4)unty  .Medical  Otlic'cr  of  Hc'altli,  and  have  Ixhmi  s(>t  out 
in  the  body  of  the  re])ort. 

At  tirst  sight  it  would  appear  that  thert*  was  a markixl  decr(‘as(‘ 
in  the  numbej'  of  childi-en  immuniscxl  in  tlu*  disti'ict  during  11)41), 
but  when  allowance  is  made  for  th(‘  difticulties  of  the  transb'r, 
and  for  the  lengthy  dispute  as  to  rtmiumuat ion  for  this  woik 
which  resulted  in  many  redurns  being  tcunporarily  luhd  back,  it  is 
probable  that  the  deci‘eas('  is  mor(‘  a|)par('nt  than  ixad.  It  is 
certaiidy  much  to  Ix'  ho])ed  that  this  is  tlu*  case,  sinc(‘  any  larg(' 
decline  in  the  number  of  childi’en  immunis(xi  would  almost 
certainly  i-esult  in  a n'CTxidescemx'  of  diphtheria  in  the  district. 


The  increas(‘  in  tlu*  numlx^r  of  ''  boost('i' 
injections  is  w(*lcome,  and  tlu*  necessity  for  such 
befoi'C  reaching  school  age*,  and  also  once  during 
should  be  emphasized. 


or  reinfor(*ing 
injections  just 
school  y(‘ars. 


SCABIES. 


Xo  cas(*s  of  scabi(*s  w(*i‘(*  rcport(*d  to  tlu*  (b'paid nu'iit  during  tlu* 
year,  and  it  is  clear-  that  tlu*  numbe'i-  of  cases  of  this  disease*, 
which  reached  such  alarming  projrortions  during  tlu*  war  y(*ars, 
has  now  d{*clin(*d  to  a v(*ry  low  l(*vel.  It  t h(*r(*foi-('  aj)p(*ai-(*d 
doubtful  whether  the  mainte*nanc(*  of  a special  clinic  for  tlu* 
treatment  of  these  case's  was  any  longe'r-  an  e*e*onomic  j)re)]x)sit ion, 
es])ecially  as  the  premise's  we*i-e  much  de*sire*d  by  the*  cleansing 
de])artme*nt  for  ablutieen  purjxrses. 

The  meelical  practitierners  in  the*  are*a  were  cire‘ulai-ise*d  to 
ascertain  their-  view's  as  to  the*  necessity  erf  cemtinuing  the  e*linie*, 
and  the  concensus  of  erpinion  was  that  the  cases  rurw  ere-e-urring 
could  merstly  be  dealt  with  in  their-  own  homes.  In  vie*w  of  this, 
er'iepiirie'S  were  maele  as  to  the  perssibility  of  obtaining  treatme*nt 
as  he)S])ital  out-patients  for  the  few  case's  femnd  to  be*  unsuitable* 
for  elemiiciliar-y  treatment.  The  result  of  these  e*n(juir-ies,  and  tlu* 
subseeprent  ste])s  taken,  belong  ter  next  year’s  r-eperrt. 


+ + + 
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WATER. 

l^)iitiiK‘  sampk's  ol'  ])i[)(‘(l  waU'r  supply  luiv(‘  Ix'cii  taken  at 
various  |)()ints  in  tlu'  district  throughout  the  year  and  sid)Tnitted 
to  l)a(*t(‘riologiea]  examination.  Out  of  of)  siudi  samples  only  three' 
\v('r('  found  to  bt'  unsat isfaetoiy  and  ])i‘ompt  action  was  taken  in 
('a(‘h  ease  by  the  wali'i-  undertaking  eonee'rned  to  remedy  th(' 
matt('i\  kurtlu'r  (k'tails  ix'gai'ding  tlu'  watc'r  supply  of  the  district 
will  !)('  found  in  tlu'  S('nio!-  Sanitary  I nsjx'ctor’s  see'tion  of  the* 
re'port . 

.M('ntio]i  was  made'  in  last  y('a]‘'s  report  e)f  a demanel  whie'h  was 
aiising  in  ee'rtain  (piai'te'i's  that  the'  chlorination  of  the'  ])ubli(* 
wat('i‘  supply  in  the'  district  shoulel  be  dis(‘e)ntinue'd . 

'The'  e'hie'f  re'ason  foi'  the'  de'inand  v'as  that  an  uneliie  amount  e)f 
e'ori’osion  of  w'ate'r  tittings,  with  mue'h  e*e)nseepient  ex])ense',  hael 
be'cn  oe'e'urring  in  the'  district,  a state'  of  affairs  which  it  was 
alle'ged  had  oidy  arisen  since*  e‘hle)rination  of  suj)])lies  was  maele 
e*e)m))ulsory  by  war  time  legislation.  In  view  e)f  the  value  e)f 
e'hlorinatie)!!  in  j)reve'nting  wate!‘-be)rne  disease  it  was  felt  that 
this  (h'partment  must  resist  the  elemanel,  an  e)j)inion  in  winch 
it  was  su])|)oi“te'el  l)y  the  Sunde'rlanel  and  Se)ufh  Shielels  Watei' 
Oompany  who  ])rovide  the  bulk  of  the  sup])lies  to  the  elistrict. 

'Idle*  matter  was  discusseel  by  the  CV)uncil,  and,  as  permissie)n 
to  cease  chloi-inating  any  j)ublic  water  sup})ly  must  be  e)])taineel 
fre)m  the'  Ministi'V  e)f  Health,  it  was  decieleel  to  senel  a de])utation 
to  the  Ministiy  te)  discuss  the  sul)jeot.  A fidl  account  of  the 
meeting  we)uld  be  out  e)f  place  in  this  letter,  l)ut  briefly  it  may 
be*  said  that  the  otffeials  e)f  the'  Ministry  stateel,  firstly  that  the 
pre)ble'm  was  not  ])eculiar  to  the  Easington  district,  ])ut  was 
l)eing  met  with  in  e)ther  |)arts  e)f  the  country,  anel  seconelly  that 
the'v  we're  ne)t  ce)nvine*ed  that  the  tre)ubles  encountereel  were  elue 
sok'ly  to  chlorination.  Eurther  investigations  were  ])roceeeling 
to  determine  the  e-ause  e)f  tlie  ce)rre)sion,  and,  for  the  ])resent  at 
any  T*ate,  tlie'v  ce)uld  ne)t  agree  te)  the  discontinuation  of 
e‘hk)rination. 

In  connection  with  the  two  subjects  of  water  and  chlorination 
it  may  be  mentie)neel  that  eluring  the  year  some  investigations 
wei'c  maele  as  te)  the  purity  of  the  water  in  two  swimming  pools 
owneel  by  local  cedlieries.  While  the  tinelings  were  not  satisfactory 
it  was  learneei  on  en((uirv  that  the  ])e)wers  of  a local  authority  in 
re'spee't  to  private  swimming  ])ools  were  very  restricted,  being 
])rae'tically  limited  to  the  giving  of  wai'iiing  and  aelvice.  fn  e'ach 
case*  this  was  done'. 


+ + + 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

'riic  «ectiuii  of  the  re})oit  dealing  with  tlie  en vironinental 
services  lias  been  contributed  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  I nsjiector, 
and  with  it  is  included  a section  dealing  with  matters  such  as 
watei'  su]){)ly  and  sewiu'age  contri butcal  by  tlu'  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  and  one  covering  jiublic  cleansing  by  tlie  (deansiiig 
Superintendent.  'The  section  contains  much  of  interest  and  since 
the  contents  do  not  allow  of  easy  summary  it  should  be  read  as  a 
whole. 

I would  jiarticulai’ly  draw  attention  to  tlu*  sc'iiior  inspc'ctor’s 
comments  on  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  tlu*  Food  and  Drugs 
(Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944  w ith  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Act,  1 949,  all  of  w'hich  b(*canu*  ojierative  during  1949.  His  comment 
on  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  P(*sts  Act,  1949,  should  also  lx* 
noted. 

Brief  mention  may  be  made  here  of  the  grc'at  impi()V(*nu*nts 
carried  out  at  Crinulon  Park  in  conne(;tion  with  the  sc'rving  of 
meals  and  other  i'(*freshments.  4’he  installation  of  lunning  hot 
and  cold  water  in  all  the  kitch(*ns  constitutes  a gr(*at  advance. 

Flic  work  of  the  sanitary  insiiector  an  official  for  whom  a 
more  suitable  title  could  whth  advantage*  lx*  found,  since*  sanitation 
as  sue;h  constit ute*s  oidy  a small  i)art  of  his  pre*se*nt  day  dutie's 
toue*4ies  closely  the*  eve*ryday  life*  of  the*  pe*opl(‘  of  the*  disti'ict,  and 
the  w’elhbeing  of  the  disti'ict  largely  de*p(*nds  on  its  faithful 
performaiu'x*. 


STAFF. 

In  August,  1949,  Mr.  4.  W’.  .Moore*,  who  had  be*(*n  with  the* 
(h'partment  sine*e  19.40,  was  ap|X)inte*d  ('l(*ansing  Sup(*F'int(*nd(*nt , 
and  in  vie*w  of  changes  in  the*  work  of  the*  de*j)artnu*nt  conseepie'iit 
on  the  National  Health  Ae*t,  1940  the*  opj)oi4 unity  was  take*n  to 
reorganise  the  clerical  side*  of  the*  work. 


in  recent  years  the  clerical  work  of  tlu*  medical  e)fficer's  see-tion 
of  tlie  de})artment  and  that  of  the*  senior  sanitary  insj)ee*tor  had 
been  carried  end  by  sejFarate  j)erse)nne*l,  but  with  the*  ti’ansfe*?-  e)f 
44ie)rpe  Isejlatiem  He)sj)ital  anel  the*  eli])ht he*j-ia  immunisatie)n  sclu'me* 
the  majeir  burelen  of  the*  cleim-al  woi'k  shifteel  te)  the*  sanitary 
insjiecte)rs’  sectiein.  It  was  therefeere*  felt  that,  as  a measina*  e)f 
ece)ne)my,  the  clerical  we)rk  e)f  the*  twe)  sectiems  exFulel  be*  nu'ige'el 
and  placeel  uneh'r  the*  ce)nti'e)l  e)f  a senie)r  e-lerk,  the*  vacane-y  le*ft  by 
.Mr.  .Me)e)i-e*’s  ]ire)me)tie)n  being  iilleel  by  a nu)re*  junie)r  a})|)e)intmeid 
in  the  general  elivisle)n.  Flmsc  sugge*stie)ns  were  aj)i)T'e)ve*el  by  the* 
(Je)uncil,  .Mr.  4.  Branthwaite*  being  apj)e)inteel  se*nie)r  clerk  and 
Mr.  P.  Reibinseni  being  apj)e)inteel  tei  the  juine)!*  pe)sitie)n. 


There  was  lu)  e-hange  in 
the  year. 


the*  sanitai'y  ins))ee*te)r’s  staff  eluring 
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CONCLUSION. 

I'''r()in  a ])('rusal  of  tlu'  foiH^iioin^  |)ar'agra])h.s  and  the  li^ures 
contained  thei'ein  it  will  la'  s('('n  that  tlu'  genei'al  health  of  the 
area  can  he  said  to  hav('  la‘('n  satisfaet oiy  in  1941). 

Xo  major  e))ideniies  altliett'd  it,  and  the  complete  absence  of 
any  provc'd  eas('  of  diphtlu'i’ia  is  imh'cd  note\^'OT•th v Mdien  it  is 
renu'in la'ia'd  that  t(‘n  yc'ai's  a^o  41S  east's  of  this  disease  \A'ere 
admittt'd  to  'Idiorpe  Isolation  Hospital  from  the  fhisington  area, 
'2'2  of  ^\•hom  dit'd.  Only  nnrc'inittin^  activity  in  eonnetdion  witli 
dil)htheria  immunisation  can  prt'st'i'vt'  this  hapj)y  position. 

'flu'  infaidih'  moTtality  I'att'  ii'inains  at  a k'vel  which  gives  no 
cause  foT’  satisfaction,  hiit,  as  has  heen  pointt'd  out,  the  ])rohlem 
is  not  limited  to  this  area  aloiu'. 

ddu'  ov('i-erowding  sni’vt'y,  of  which  brief  mention  has  heen  made, 
^\■as  (*ar‘i‘ied  out  during  the  year  at  some  cost  both  of  money  and 
effort,  and  it  is  hojx'd  that  th('  information  la'sulting  from  it  wdll- 
!)('  of  value.  It  do('s  at  h'ast  show  that  a serious  degree  of  over- 
ei-owding  exists  in  the  ar('a,  which  is  hound  to  have  an  adverse 
effect  on  the  infantile  moi'tality  I'ate,  and  h('  the  cause  of  much 
mental  stress  and  unhappiness. 

In  eonelusion  I wish  again  to  ('xpress  my  thanks  to  the  Council 
for  their  continued  support  during  tlu'  year  under  review.  To  the 
staff  of  the  dej)ai4 nu'iit,  and  to  M?'.  Short  and  Mr.  Branth\\'aite 
in  j)artieular,  1 owe  a d('ht  of  gratitude  for  their  willing  labour 
and  eo-operation. 

1 am,  IMr.  (Miairman,  Ladies  and  Centh'iiU'n, 

^^)ur  ohc'dient  Servant, 

L.  L.  DAWSOX-WALKLL, 


.Medical  Ollieei’  of  Health, 
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SECTION  I. 

CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  ])0|>ulati()n, 


34.653 


year  1941) 

«/ 

• • • • • • 

82,610 

Number  of  Hereditaments  on  3 1st 

December  1941) 

according  to  tlie  Rate*.  ib)oks 

... 

23,543 

Rateable  V'aliie  (at  1st  A])ril  11)  lit) 

... 

£310,837 

8um  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (1948-9) 

£1,135 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births  : Live  Bii  ths. 

Male 

Keinak'. 

d'otal 

Legitimate  8P.) 

754 

1573 

Illegitimate  22 

21 

43 

841 

775 

1616 

Birth  Rate  per  1,060  of  the  estimated  resident 

})o})ulation 

... 

1 9.55 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate  21 

17 

38 

Illegitimate  ...  1 

3 

4 

22 

20 

42 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

• • • • • • 

25.33 

Infantile  Mortality — 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

; — 

Legitimate  48 

28 

76 

Illegitimate  2 

— 

•> 

50 

28 

78 
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Infantile  Mok'I'ality  Rates 

Deatl)  rate  of  all  infants  iinder  one  year  per  1,000  live 
births,  4S.27. 


Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births,  4S.d2. 


Death  rat('  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  3^ear  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births,  40. bi. 


Male  Female  Total 

Deaths — 484  36(5  850 

Death  I’ate  p(M'  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  ])opulation  . . . . 10.20 


Maternal  Deaths — 

Deaths  from  Ruerperal  Causes — 

from  Se])sis  . . . . . . Nil 

from  Other  Causes  . . . . 2 

Total  , . . . . . 2 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


• • 


1.21 


TABLE  1.  DEATHS— CAUSES  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 
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TAIU.K  2. 


Cancer 

'The  following  lal)le  gives  tlie  deaths  from  (lancer,  in  age 
grou])s,  and  flu'  localisation  of  tlie  discaise. 


Ages  in  5' 

oars 

1 

20 

40 

60 

to 

to 

to 

to 

76 

Totals 

25 

45 

05 

75 

up 

Stoniacli 

* ) 

12 

10 

5 

30 

Breast 

_ 



.) 

2 

2 

6 

lh'ostat(' 

— 

— 

•> 

.> 

— 

4 

7 

Uterus 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Liver 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

luings 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

4 

B()W(4s 

— 

o 

•) 

7 

‘) 

14 

Other  (4\us(\s 

— 

• > 

*) 

15 

12 

3 

33 

— 

9 

41 

33 

17 

1(10 

TABLE  3. 

Table  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  Past  10  Years 


\’ear 

! 

General 
Death  Rate 

1 nfantile 
Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1940 

11.2 

62.5 

18.7 

1941 

11.6 

73.4 

19.7 

1942 

10.8 

58.0 

19.8 

1943 

1 1 .3 

75.3 

20.0 

1944 

10.6 

59.7 

22.2 

1945 

11.0 

54.1 

21.1 

194() 

10.1 

53.1 

21.9 

1 947 

10.8 

63.1 

22.0 

1948 

9.9 

43.5 

21.1 

1919 

10.3 

48.3 

19.0 

General 

194d  Death  Rat(' 

England  A Wak's  1 1 .7 

Easington  Rural  District  1 ()..*> 


Infantile 
Death  Rate 
32.0 
48.3 


Birth  Rate 
10.7 
19.() 


Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year,  1949. 
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TABLE  5. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates 
(10  years) 


Year  i 

Bii'ths 

l^asingtoii  R.  1). 

Kif.  Mortality  Rate 

England  & Wales 
Inf.  Mortality  Kate 

1940 

1471 

62.5  ■ 

55 

1941  1 

1485 

73.4 

59 

1 942  1 

1488 

57.0 

49 

1 943  1 

1539 

75.3 

49 

1944  ! 

1 690 

59.7 

46 

1 945  . 

1627 

54.1 

46 

194() 

1751 

53.1 

43 

1947 

1759 

63.1 

41 

1948 

1722 

43.5 

34 

1949 

Kill) 

48.3 

32 

TABLE  0. 

Death  Rates  (10  years) 


Year 

Deaths 

h]asington  K.  D. 
Death  Rate 

England  & Wales 
Death  Rate 

1940 

885 

11.2 

14.3 

1941 

884 

11.6 

12.9 

1942 

808 

10.8 

11.6 

1943 

850 

11.3 

12.1 

1944 

811 

10.6 

11.6 

1945 

84S 

1 1 .0 

11.4 

1 946 

808 

10.1 

11.5 

1947 

862 

10.8 

12.0 

1948 

809 

9.9 

10.8 

1949 

850 

10.3 

11.7 

TABLE  7. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  of  Natural  Increase 
per  1,000  population. 

1940 

1471 

885 

7.4 

1941 

1485 

884 

7.8 

1942 

1488 

808 

8.4 

1 943 

1 539 

850 

9.2 

1944 

1 690 

811 

11.5 

1945 

1627 

848 

10.1 

1 946 

1751 

808 

11.8 

1947 

1759 

862 

11.2 

1948 

1722 

809 

11.2 

1919 

11)16 

850 

9.3 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  1949 


L\)j)ulatioii 
Ar('a  (acrcvs) 

Estimated  luiinbci'  of  Hc'reditaiiu'iits  . . 

Hateable  \’aluo  (at  bst  April,  Ibdb)  . . . . . . £ 

Slim  })roduced  by  pcaniy  rate  (IDdS-db) 

Births 

Biidli  rate  j)er  I, Obi)  of  the  estimated  i'(“sideiit  popidalion 
Deatlis 

Death  i’at(‘  per  1,000  of  tlu-  c'stimated  I'l'sidc'iit  popidalion 
Death  rate  of  infants  undei'  one  year  of  age  . . 


82,(140 
.44, ()'):; 
24, oT; 
410,847 
£1.1  ■■*•■> 
I ,()  1 () 
10 -.7.7 
8.70 
10-27 
48  • 4 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


( 'ause 

X umh(u- 

17'i-c(Mdag('  of 
total  (U-aths 

Diseases  of  the  heart  . . 

Diseases  of  the  vc'ins  and  arteric-s 

27.4 

of  tlu' 

42-12 

brain  . . 

104 

12-12 

Faneer 

100 

1 1 -7(1 

itronchitis  and  pneumonia 
Diseases  of  early  infancy,  and 

82 

con- 

0 • 05 

gt'iiital  malformations  umku’  I 

yc'ar  10 

2 - 24 

'fu herculosis  (all  forms) 

' . . 40 

4-71 

'fn hei’culosis  (jmlnionary) 

42 

4-7(1 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Disease' 

r7is(‘s 

Xmn  l)(“i- 

Death  i-ate  pe-i- 

notified 

of  (h'aths 

1,000  population 

Measles 

. . 807 

1 

0-01 

\Vlioo))ing  Dough 

..  210 

4 

0-0.7 

Scar-let  Fever- 

..  104 

— 

— 

Fi-ysi})elas 

14 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

12 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

'ruherculosis  (all  foi-ms)  00 

(new  eases) 

40 

0-48 

InlliKMiza,  vvliieh  is  not  notitiahle,  caused  .7  dc-aths. 


+ + + 
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Tlu'  following  table’  shows  the  mniilx'r  of  eases  notifie'd 
and  deaths  recorded  from  l)i])htheria  and  Searh't  l^'ever  dniing 
the  i)ast  live  years  : — 

TABLK  9. 


Year 

Diphtheria 

Sear  let  P(‘ver 

Xotitieations 

Deaths 

Xotiheat  ions 

I )eat  hs 

1945 

US 

1 22 

Xil 

1949 

189 

>) 

182 

Xil 

1947 

105 

1 

8S5 

2 

1948 

50 

Xil 

408 

Xil 

194!) 

12 

Ml 

108 

Xil 

TAP>LK  LO. 

OPHTHALMIA  XLOXATOlU A1 

1949 


OASES 

X'^ot  itied 

4 

h’eated 

At 

Home 

111 

Hos])ital 

4 

8 

1 

TABLK  1 I. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


'Phe  iiiaiii  ))()ints  of  intt'rest  in  tlu‘  forc^iroin^  tahlos 
summarised  as  follows  : — 


can  he  hriefly 


The  number  of  searUd  fever  notifications  sho\\('(l  a markcMl 
decrease  on  the  ])revious  ycair.  'Pheia'  wei‘(‘  KKl  notified  easi's  of 
this  disease  in  Ihi-h  as  eomj)ai’(Hl  with  4011  in  I 04S  and  .‘ISo  in  1047. 
Sj)oradie  eases  occurred  tliroughout  tin*  y('ar  and  th(U(“  was  no 
definite  pei'iod  of  increas(‘d  incidence'. 


Then'  was  again  a mark('d  fall  in  tlu'  diphtheria  notifications 
which  numbered  12  as  contraste'd  with  bO  in  I 04<S  and  1 Ob  in  1047. 
These  notifications  wei'c  all  tentative,  and  noiu'  was  subsecjiu'nf ly 
confirmed.  Foi'  the  first  tinu*  on  re'coi'd,  th('i('for'(',  no  case'  of 
ce)nfirmed  di])hthe'i‘ia  has  oce-ui'T-e'd  in  tlu'  are'a  during  tlu'  ye'ar. 


The  niimbcT*  of  case's  of  nu'ask's  showed  a decrease',  Sf)7  bc'ing 
notiheel  as  against  1,440  in  104S  and  b02  in  1047.  44iere  was  a 
heavy  incielence  of  the  dise'ase  in  January  followe'd  by  a lapid 
decrease  anel  a epiiescent  period  which  laste'd  until  the'  end  e)f  July. 
JJie  incielence  theii  graelually  re)se'  again  I'e'aeJnng  a fairly  high 
level  eluring  Xe)ve'mbe'T'  anel  1 )e'e'('ml)e'r. 


\Vhe)e)ping  ce)ugh  notificatie)ns  numbe'i'e'd  210  as  agaieist  411  in 
104S,  anel  there'  we're  foui'  deaths. 

Cases  e)f  e'rysipelas  numl)e'i'ed  14,  a eh'e-re'ase'  e)f  12  on  the'  figui-e' 
for  last  year. 

There  we're  ne)  ne)titie'atie)ns  e)f  ce're'bree-spinal  me*ningitis  during 
the  year,  but  twe)  e-ases  admitte*d  to  The)rpe'  Hospital  with  otlu'r 
eliat{ne)ses  were  fe)unel  to  be*  suffei'ing  fre)m  this  e‘e)ndit  ie)n.  The' 
incidence  e)f  this  elisease  in  the'  are'a  remaineel,  the'iefore',  at  a le)w 
level. 


One  case  e)f  acute  anterior  pe)liomve'litis  was  ne)tifieel  as  against 
three  cases  in  j04S.  This  case'  was  subseepu'ntly  ce)nfirme'el. 

Xo  cases  e)f  puerperal  pyre'xia  were  ne)tified  eluring  the'  ye'ai'  as 
contrasted  with  three  in  104S. 

Notifications  erf  pulmonai'v  tubei'cnlersis  numbei'e'el  72,  a elee'T'e'ase' 
of  21  on  the  figure  for  1 04(S  anel  24  less  than  that  ferr  1047. 

One  outbreak  of  foerd  jroiseming  was  bremght  to  the  nertice  erf 
the  department  eluring  the  year.  It  erccurreel  at  an  e'Xjrlersives 
factory  em]rloying  a staff  erf  ajrprerximately  400.  On  the'  afte'i'nerern 
anel  evening  of  July  bth  a cernsielerable  number,  jri'erbably  in  the' 
region  erf  100,  erf  this  staff  hael  suffereel  fi-erm  alrderminal  pain 
together  with  eliarrhoea.  On  receiving  this  inferrmatiern  the  facteri-y 
was  immediately  visiteel,  anel  from  a jrreliminary  investigation  it 
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a|)|)('ai’('(l  proha  1)1('  tlial  llu'  ai’ticlc  of  food  iiii j)licat(Ml  was  a meat 
I'oll  consiniu'd  at  Ili(‘  eaiitcMMi  luneh  on  tlie  titli.  Samples  of  this 
imait  I'oll,  to^('th('r  with  such  food  as  lamiained  from  the  })revious 
(lav’s  luneh  wer('  takcm  and,  of  these,  speeimcms  of  tlie  meat  roll, 
Icmtil  sonj)  and  jelly  wei’e  foi‘wai-ded  to  the  Pul)lie  Health 
Lahoi'atorv,  K(mton,  X(‘weastl('  upon  Tyne.  A further  sam])le  of 
paidly  eook('d  imait  from  th(>  same  eonsi^nment  as  that  from 
whi(di  the  roll  had  laam  j)i'('j)ar('d  was  also  takcm.  Three  s])eeimens 
of  fa('ees  from  jXTsons  who  had  Ix'en  more  or  less  severely  affeeted 
wiM'e  also  taken  and  sent  to  the  laboratory.  No  food  ])oisoning 
oi'^anisms  oi-  sta|)h vloeoeeus  aureous  M'('re  obtained  from  thes(‘ 
speeinums  of  faiau's  nor  from  thiaa'  of  the  sj)ecimens  of  food, 
'flu'  nu'at  roll,  howevc'r,  was  found  to  be  vei'v  heavilv  contaminated 
with  a mixu'd  gi'owth  of  organisms  including  B.eoli,  B.])roteus, 
('ntei‘o(*o(‘ei  and  staph  vloeoeeus  albus.  From  these  lindings  it 
would  a])p(ao’  likcdy  that  the  nuait  roll  was  res])onsible  for  the 
outbreak. 


None  of  tlu'  stall’  vais  seriously  atleeted,  though  a certain  Tiuniber 
w(U‘(‘  still  off  duty  the  following  day.  d’he  symptoms  came  on  in 
sonu'  of  tlu'  eases  within  three  or  foui‘  hours  of  consuming  the  food, 
and  the  outbixaik  theiaTore  appeal's  to  have  been  due  to  the 
ing(‘stion  of  toxins  I'atluu'  than  the  organisms  themselves. 
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Totals  ..  (lol  ! 40  091 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  DURING  1949. 

Total  Positive  Negative 

Phthisis  3(i  20:i 


COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS  FOR  RECENT  YEARS. 


30 


31 


TABLE  U). 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  between  the  ages  of  15 
and  25  years,  during  the  past  10  years. 


Year 

Male 

1 

1 

E cm  ale 

Total 

Percentage  of 
Total  Pulmon- 
ary Deaths 

1940 

1 

/ 

6 

13 

30% 

1941 

5 

4 

9 

-7% 

1942 

6 

9 

15 

54% 

1943 

9 

7 

16 

43% 

1944 

1 

4 

5 

21% 

1945 

3 

8 

11 

31% 

1946 

3 

3 

6 

^5% 

1947 

5 

11 

16 

4»% 

1948 

3 

4 

7 

24% 

1949 

2 

5 

7 

— /o 

TABLE  17. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  during  the  past  five  years — the  ligures  in 
parenthesis  indicating  deaths  occurring  in  previously  notified 
cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


YEAR 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULxMONARY 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female  Total 

1045 

17  (13) 

18  (13) 

35  (26) 

5 (3) 

4 (3)  9 (6) 

1946 

18  (16) 

6 ( 6) 

24  (22) 

7 (4) 

3 (2)  10  (6) 

1947 

13  ( 9) 

20  (20) 

33  (29) 

9 (7) 

6 (5)  15  (12) 

1948 

15  (15) 

14  (13) 

29  (28) 

6 (2) 

3 (2)  9 (4) 

1949 

20  (20) 

12  (11) 

32  (31) 

6 (6) 

2 (-)  8 (6) 

Total 

83  (73) 

70  (63) 

153  (136) 

33  (22) 

18  (12)  51  (34) 

1 

32 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Lhc  main  points  of  interest  in 
suininarised  as  follows  - 


tlu'  foregoing  tables  can  l)e 


Seventy-two  new  ease's  of  the  j)nlinonai‘v  form  of  the  disease 
were'  notilieel  during  the'  ye'ai’,  .‘IS  of  whe)in  were  males  and  114 
fe'inales.  This  was  a deerease'  of  21  upon  the  iigure  for  11)48  which 
was  l)‘l,  made  up  of  dl  males  anel  42  females. 

Xe'w  notifie'ations  of  the  non-pulmoiiarv  fe)rm  of  the  eliscase 
numbereel  IS,  a elee'rease  of  2 from  the  number  for  194S. 

Llu'  eleaths  from  the'  i)ulmonary  foi’in  e)f  the  elisease  showeel  an 
iiu'i’ease  from  29  in  1 94S  te)  22,  while  in  the  ne)n-pulmonarv  form 
the  nnmbe'r  of  de'aths  was  S as  against  9 in  194S. 

riie  numbe'T’  of  new  e*ase's  among  females  in  the  Id  to  2d  age 
gi’oup  fe)i‘meei  bb-T'/,  of  all  new  female  cases. 

'fhe  moi’tality  rate  foi'  the  elisti’iet  fe)r  the  resj)iratorv  form  e>f 
the'  elisease  in  1949  was  ()-2S  per  thousanel  e)f  the  [)e)])nlation, 
whie'h  is  less  than  the'  tigure  of  ()'d4  per  the)nsanel  for  Englanel 
and  Whiles  as  a whe)le'.  On  the  othei'  hanel  the  me)rtality  rate  for 
th('  disti'ie-t  in  the'  non-pulmonary  tyi)e  e)f  the  elisease,  which  was 
9-997  |)ei-  thousanel,  e'om})are's  unfavourably  with  the  national 
rate  for  1949  e)f  9-9d4  j)er  thousand. 
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SECTION  V. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

PvEPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

'To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


I have  pleasure  iii  suhinittiug  a rej)()rt  of  the  work  undertaken 
by  inv  section  of  the  department  during  the  year,  1941). 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  Insj)eetorate  during  the  year  and 
no  appreciable  loss  of  time  through  sickness  ; conse(iuently  the 
departtnent  was  well  able  to  kecj)  abreast  of  its  many  statutory 
obligations. 

Investigation  of  bousing  difficultic's  invariably  claims  mueb  of 
the  Inspectors’  tinn^  and  the  j)ast  year  was  no  exce})tion  when, 
a survey  of  the  houses  in  the  district  having  been  made,  many 
long  houi's  were  s])ent  in  assessing  the  degree  of  overcrowding 
which  pi’cvailed. 

Tsing  an  aj)proximation  of  the  Housing  Act  Standard  4,()S0 
))eoj)le  occupying  Tdb  houses  were  found  to  be  living  in  over- 
crowd('d  conditions.  On  a more  I'easonable  basis  of  two  units 
p('r  bedroom  th(‘  o\'erci’owding  tiguri's  became  IS, 94:^  ])eoj)le 
occupying  9,499  houses. 


it  may  be  possible'  to  estimate  the  hai'inful  elTect  of  such 
conditions  on  the*  ))hvsical  health  of  those  obliged  to  accept  tlu'in, 
but  one  can  only  admit  and  regret  the  trail  of  discontent,  domestic 
friction,  nervous  dis(R-d('r,  brc'akdown  of  family  life  and  loss  of 
l)roductive  effort  which  ensues. 


On  the  99th  duly  the  Housing  Act,  1949  became  oj)erative. 
It  is  well  described  as  a stage*  in  the  he)using  pre)gramme  anel  the 
ap|)lie‘atie)n  e)f  Fart  II  e)f  the  Act  - Financial  Assistance  te)warels 
Improvement  of  He)using  Acce)mme)elatie)n --may  assume  s])ee‘ial 
signiffcane-e  in  this  elisti'ict  she)ulel  the*  (\)uncil  lai'gely  cease  to  be 
a house-buileling  authe)rity.  The  new  stanelarel  e)f  fitness  intre)eluceel 
uneler  the  Act  is  aelmirably  eb'fineel  anel  she)uld  be  welce)meel  e)n 
all  sides.  By  its  use,  anel  suppe)T“teel  by  an  increaseel  and  sustaineel 
elrive  in  new  buileling,  it  is  ])e)ssible  te)  fe)resee  the  ])re)visie)n  e)f 
aelequate  he)t  water  su})plies,  bathre)e)ms,  ai'tiffcial  lighting  and 
heatirm  in  all  he)uses. 


After  ce)nsielerable  elelay  the  Fe)e)el  anel  Drugs  (Milk  anel  Dairies) 
Act,  1944  was  brought  inte)  force  e)n  the  1st  October.  The  Milk 
(Sj)ecial  Designations)  Act,  1949,  became  operative  on  the  same 
date.  The  latter  Act  confers  powers  on  the  Minister  of  Food  to 
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sjx'city  areas  in  AA’liieli  onl}'  designated  milk  may  },)e  sold  hy  retail. 
The  1944  Act,  transleri’ed  the  conti’ol  of  dairy  farms  from  the 
local  authorities  to  tlu'  i\linist(‘r  of  AgT’iculture  and  was  I'eceived 
in  many  (juarters  with  V(‘ry  mixed  feelings.  The  advantages  of 
loeal  knowledg(‘  and  local  su|)(M’vision  have*  keen  lost  and  moi’(' 
than  a little  suspicion  remains  that,  in  this  ai'ea,  the  measure  of 
control  has  been  lovv'crcd. 


'The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  I*ests  Act,  1949,  re))eals  the  Rats 
and  Mice  Destruction  Act  of  1919,  and  transfei's  to  district  councils 
the  duty  of  eidorcenuait  originally  placed  on  county  councils. 
'The  need  for  a ik‘w  aj)proach  to  tlu'  j)robleni  of  rodent  infestation 
has  long  Ix'en  realised  and  it  is  phaising  to  observe  from  the  new 
legislation  that  the  favourable  position  built  up  during  reexmt 
years  as  the  result  ol’the  guidance  and  co-opei  ation  of  the  Ministi’y 
of  Agriculture  is  likely  to  be  (\stablishcd  on  a pei'iiiamuft  footing, 
'fins  Act,  h()W(W'er,  does  not  beconu*  oj)erative  until  9 1st  March, 
1950,  and  consetpiently  any  refei’cnce  to  tlu'  practical  aj)[)lication 
of  the  Act  i-ightly  belongs  to  the  future'. 


Water  Supply. 

Water  undertakings  supplying  the  District  are  : — 

Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Com])any. 

Durham  County  Water  Board. 

Wingate  and  District  Water  Coni])any. 

44ie  National  (^oal  Board. 

Kasington  Rural  Distriet  Council. 

Public  water  su])])lies  in  the  district  are  chloi-inat('d  at  the 
source  or  storage  ])oint  and  all  mains  samples  wei’e  taken  aftc'r 
such  treatment. 

'fwo  sam])les  of  well  water  were  sent  foi'  chemical  analysis  to 
the  Public  Analyst.  One  I'esult  was  unsatisfactory.  Fifty  live 
sanij)les  of  public  mains  sup])lies  and  two  sam])les  of  spring  and 
well  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation at  the  Public  Health  Laboratoiy,  Newcastle  u])on  Tyne. 
All  mains  water  sani])les  with  three  exce})tions  were  of  a high 
degree  of  bacteriological  purity.  In  the  case  of  the  three  exceptions, 
although  the  coliforin  count  was  suggestive  of  some  organic 
adulteration  it  was  ascertained  that  in  no  case  were  the  organisms 
of  faecal  origin.  Check  sam})les  following  Hushing  of  the  mains 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

A ty})ical  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination  of  a 
mains  su])])ly  is  as  follows  : — 
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^^V1{TS  FEK 


Total  Solids 

Clilorinc  as  Chloride 

Chlorine  ex|)ressed  as  Sodium  Chloride 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

Free  Ammonia 

Alhuminoid  Ammonia 

Alkalinity  (as  Caleinm  Carbonate) 

'total  Hardness 

'Total  Hardness  (degrees) 

Colour  (Hazen  degrees)  . . 

Suspended  Matter 
Iron 


oh  • () 

5 • oh 
9-12 
0-09 
Nil. 
()-0002 
9d)()10 
28-90 
h7-9 
20-0 
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lk\CTEJ<I()LO(JICAL  KeSULTS 

Organisms  visible  on  agar  after  48  hours 

ineubation  at  h7C.  . . . . . . 1 per  ml. 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  1,  10,  and 
100  ml. 


Fai’tienlai’s  of  tlu'  niimb('r  of  dwaOling  houses  and  the  number 
of  the  poi)nlation  supplied  fi'om  public  water  mains  (a)  direcd  to 
houses  (b)  by  means  of  standpii)es,  are  given  in  the  following  table. 
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LOCALITY 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Estimated 

population 

Area 

in 

acres 

Number 

of 

houses 
and  other 
premises 
with 
dwelling 
ac’m’dat’ii 

No.  of 
Houses 
witli 
mains 
supply 
direct 
to 

houses 

No.  of 
Houses 
with 
mains 
supply 
from 
stand 
pipes 

No.  of 
Houses 
without 
mains 
supply 

Burdon 

87 

1286 

24 

Seaton  with 

1 

1 

Slingley 

4()l 

1392 

127 

166 

— 

— 

VV'arden  Law 

51 

500 

15 

Castle  Eden 

331 

1542 

135 

129 

— 

6 

Cold  Hesledon 

1071 

1030 

284 

Dalton-le-Dale  . . 

769 

811 

241 

437 

88 

— 

Easington  with 

Thorpe 

11388 

3716 

3038 

3035 

— 

3 

Haswell  . . 

2861 

•>2 



South  Hetton 

3475 

3766 

1783 

1573 

182 

6 

Hutton  Henry  . . 

593 

160 

20 

Station  Town 

2578 

2016 

657 

724 

70 

3 

Hawthorn 

336 

1414 

138 

136 

— 

2 

1 

Blackhall 

7321 

1957 

Hesledens 

1518 

2654 

480 

2391 

46 

— 

Murton  East 

9987 

1406  1 

2691 

2132 

557 

2 

1- 

Sheraton  with 

i 

Hulam.  . 

153 

2346 

41 

9 

— 

32 

Nesbit 

8 

333 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

L 

Shotton  . . 

7121 

2270 

1867 

1 856 

11 

— 

r 

Horden  . . 

14972 

2453 

4008 

4002 

6 

Thomley 

4737 

1148 

1281 

1261 

20 

— 

Wingate  . . 

4374 

1211 

2 

Wheatley  Hill  . . 

6397 

4570 

1669 

3461 

14 

9 

Trimdon 

2051 

607 

1 

TOTALS  . . 

82640 

34653 

22416 

21314 

1033 

69 

1 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(roiitrihuted  by  the  Oleansing  Su|)(M-iiiten(lent). 

Llie  fact  that  far  more  than  lialf  of  the  cost  of  cleansing  in  this 
ai'ca  is  paid  out  in  wages,  gives  an  indication  tliat  a reasonaLU' 
standard  of  lit  ness  and  efhciencv  is  recpiiia'd  among  Tawruits 
entei’ing  this  pnl)lic  service. 

IvKCRUTTMENT. 

It  must  not  !)('  assunu'd  that  any  })erson  is  suitable  for  this 
type  of  work.  Being  part  of  a pul)lic  service*  tlu'  refuse  loader 
is  in  immediate'  contact  with  the  public  and  tlu're'foi’c  should  Ix' 
polite  and,  as  he  is  ])rivileged  to  enter  pre'inises  in  tlu'  course'  of 
Ins  dutie'S,  hoiu'sty  is  essc'ntial.  He'  can  cast  rellection  e)n  his 
Local  Authe)T‘ity  by  the'  appi‘e)ach  to  his  we)rk  anel,  in  tinai,  crcelit 
on  himself  and  his  e'lnployers  by  the'  tactful  handling  of  the)S(' 
with  whe)m  he  comes  into  contact. 

Lontkollei)  Pi PETNei . 

During  the  year,  the  Le)uncil  wise'ly  alloweel  increaseel  e'X])e'neli- 
tiire  in  an  e'ndeavoui'  te)  ])ractie‘('  conti'olle'd  tipj)ing  on  seenu' 
disposal  areas  in  the'  elistrie*t.  d'he  e'videne'e'  of  such  conti’ol  is 
e'asily  seen  and  has  rece)mmenelcd  itself  by  the*  com])lete'  absence 
of  ce)mplaint  from  the  neighbe)urhood.  ddie'  ge'iieral  tidying  up 
anel  insistene-e'  on  model  methoels  as  advise'd  by  the  Ministry  e)f 
Health  has  ce)nsiderably  impre)ve'el  the'  a])])e'arance  of  dis])e)sal 
areas  thre)ughe)ut  the  district.  Impre)veel  conse)lielation  due  te)  a 
reductie)!!  in  lu'ight  of  the  ti})})ing  face  and  sorting  anel  packing 
be'fe)re  laye'ritig,  has  minimised  inte'rnal  ce)mbustie)n  and  ])T'ovide'el 
l)ette'r  appre)ach  te)  the'  tipping  face'.  Furtlu'r  centi’alisatieui  of 
dis])e)sal  areas,  due  in  the  main  to  lack  of  ti])])ing  s])ac(',  will  result 
in  greater  control  being  exe'rciseel  in  the  future. 

Waste  Paper,  Etc. 

After  months  e)f  negotiatie)n  with  the  Waste  Pa])e'r  elisposal 
trade',  the  (’'e)une'il  were'  e)bliged  to  cease  further  ce)lle'ctie)n  of 
waste  j)a])er  anel  other  salvage  and  fairly  large  epiantities  had  to 
be  elestroyeel.  fh)llowing  this  decisie)n,  a traeh'  I'efuse  sche'ine'  was 
agreeel  upeui  anel  almost  100  traeles])ee)ple  in  the  area  have'  taken 
advantage  of  a ne)minal  charge  anel  regular  collection. 

Trade  Refuse. 

Some  traeles])ee)ple  regarel  the  extra  })ayment  for  the  removal 
e)f  traele  refuse  as  unnee'e'ssary  anel  it  is  argucel  that  payment  e)f 
Tates  shoulel  ce)ver  such  extra  service. 

The  reasonable  charge  alloweel  by  Sectie)n  711  e)f  the  Public 
Health  Act,  10.30,  for  the  removal  of  traele  refuse  has  bee'u  agreed 
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at  7(1.  per  ])in  ])er  weekly  collection.  On  eiKpiiiy  it  was  found 
that  some  tra(les])eople  weix'  j)aying  far  in  advance  of  the  nominal 
charge  made  by  th(‘  Conncil  and,  findhermore,  lainning  tlie  I'isk 
of  erc'ating  a ])ublic  health  nuisance  on  privatcdy  owned  land. 


Stonp]s. 

No  solution  was  found  during  th(‘  ycair  to  the  (piestion  of  stom's 
in  streets.  In  this  [U-ea  large*  (|uantities  of  stoiu's  in  coal  arc* 
(h'laying  the  noianal  (*oll(*et ions  and  ei’(*ating  h(‘avi(*r  maintc'minee* 
(‘osts  due  to  the  exti-a  weight  b(*ing  carried  by  tlu*  v(*hicles  to  allow 
the  noT'inal  collections  to  continue. 

Ashpits. 

An  effort  to  reduce  the  numbei*  of  ashj)its  where  a water  eai’riage* 
syst('m  o])erated  was  attem])ted  during  tlu*  yeai*  and  informal 
a])pi‘oach  was  made*  to  thos(*  eonceriu'd  with  some  m(*asuT’e  of 
success.  In  the  interests  of  ])ublic  health  furthei'  apj)]‘oaeh  will 
have  to  be  made  to  sonu*  owners  to  ])oint  out  the  advantages  of 
such  rej)lacement. 

Depots  and  IvEfttsk  roLLECTORs. 

All  depots  are  ])rovided  with  ])ersonal  washing  faciliti(*s  and  at 
one  de])ot  showers  and  lockers  give  the  workm(*n  tlu*  op])ort unity 
of  removing  all  tT‘ac(\s  of  their  employment  befoi‘{*  retui-ning  home*. 

Only  three  horsedrawn  vehicles  remain  anel  delivery  e)f  nev' 
vehicles  is  ex]iecteel  eluring  IhoO  to  ce)m])lete  a lleet  of  24  vehicles. 

A new  anel  brighter  coleiui'  scheme  introeluced  elming  the  yeai* 
for  vehicles  in  neeel  e)f  ])ainting  was  well  I'eceived,  anel  has  given 
the  necessary  hlli])  te)  be)th  elrivers  and  loaders  alike.  Ivegular 
detailed  maintenance  has  greatly  assisteel  the  general  me)bility 
of  the  Department. 

Dust  Bins. 

The  standard  throughe)ut  the  elistrict  is  satisfactory,  although 
at  times  elifficulty  has  been  ex])erienceel  in  recjuiring  owners  te) 
make  the  necessary  re])laceme*nts.  'fhe  fact  that  legal  e)})inion, 
given  jirominence  in  the  press,  lias  in  some  cases  decideel  against 
local  authorities  in  their  endeavour  to  enforce  statutory  reepiire- 

ments  mav  be  a contributorv  reason  for  this. 

« « 

In  conclusion,  1 would  stress  the  im])ortance  of  helpful  relation- 
ship between  the  general  public  and  the  cleansing  service.  Before 
satisfaction  can  be  given  by  the  Council,  assistance  from  the 
])ublic  is  necessary  in  any  attempt  to  keep  the  district  clean. 
Littering  of  any  waste  ground  should  be  avoided  and  an 
opportunity  given  to  the  refuse  loader  to  remove  all  unwant(*d 
domestic  items  during  his  normal  round. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  principal  nuisances  dealt 

with  : — 


Public  Health  Acts. 


Nature  of  Nuisance 

No. 

of 

Visits 

Notices  Served 

Nuisances 

Abated 

Informal 

Formal 

Foul  Conditions  

69 

20 

15 

Structural  Defects 

271 

5)7 

— 

71 

Ashpits  & Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and 

20 

7 

— 

/ 

Manure 

88 

24 

— 

25 

Waterclosets 

82 

25 

— 

14 

Defective  Yard  Paving 
House  Drainage— 

12 

•> 

— 

1 

Defective  Traps 

41 

5 

2 

7 

Other  Faidts 

Water  Supply  (Defective 

222 

40 

— 

49 

Fittings) 

22 

I 

7 

Animals  improperly  kept 

54 

12 

— 

i 

Smoke  Nuisances 

30 

9 

— 

4 

Other  Nuisances 

86 

15 

— 

12 

Rat  Infested  Premises 

254 

4 

— 

1 

Dustbins  

245 

81 

16 

76 

Public  Halls  & Cinemas 

62 

1 

— 

— 

Licensed  Premises 
Verminous  Premises — 

68 

— 

— 

Council  Houses 

29 

2 

— 

2 

Private  Houses 
Infectious  Diseases 

9 

1 

— 

1 

Enquiries 

Infectious  Diseases 

284 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfections 

275 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds 

52 

— 

— 

2298 

262 

19 

201 

40 


Schools, 

Schools  in  the  district  were  ins])eete(l  in  connection  witli  closet 
acconinuxhition  and  washing  facilities  and  although  in  certain 
cases  tlie  conveniences  are  far  from  id('al  in  design  or  numixn-, 
there  was  no  (juestion  of  gross  nuisance. 

Smoke  Abatement  and  CoLiaEKV  Sboilbanks. 

Tliere  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  position  as  descril)ed 
in  some  detail  in  reports  for  tlu'  years  H)47  and  lh4S.  Peiiodie 
visits  in  com])anv  with  the  Ai-ea  lns])ector‘  of  Alkali,  (dc.  W'oiks 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  hav(‘  Ixaui  maintaimxl  to  all  collicu’ies 
dis])osing  of  waste  on  the  surfa(‘e. 

Moveable  Dwet.lincjs, 

Xo  a])plications  were  received  dm'ing  the  year  for  li(*(MU‘(‘S  to 
site  or  occupy  caravans,  huts,  etc.,  in  the  distiiet. 


Verminous  Premises. 

Pwenty-two  Council  houses  and  nine  private  houses  were 
disinfested  of  bed  bugs.  Accounts  were  rcuulei’ed  in  the  (*as('  of 
j)T‘ivate  dwellings  to  cover  the  cost  of  time  and  mat(u-ials  (‘X])ended. 

In  12S  cases  of  infestation  of  house  pro])erty  by  cockroaches, 
advice  and  active  assistance  were  given. 


Disinfection  of  Premises. 

dS4  visits  and  re-visits  were  made  to  houses  during  the  year  in 
i'es])ect  of  inhxdious  disease  empiii-ies  and  disinfection  ])ur])oses. 
Phe  following  table  shews  the  number  of  disinfections  cai  ried  out 


during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fevei’  . . . . 101) 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . 21 

Meningitis  . . . . . . 20 

Tuberculosis  ..  ..  114 

Cancer  . . . . . . 1 

Paratyphoid  . . . . 0 

Poliomyelitis  . . . . 2 

Dysentery  . . . . . . 2 


Total  . . 275 


Ihcensed  Premises  and  Clubs. 

OS  ins])ections  of  licensed  premises  and  clubs. 
4 informal  notices  were  sei-ved  on  occu])iers. 
4 outstanding  notices  were  complied  with. 
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Cinemas  and  Public  Halls. 

.■)<)  iiispc'ctions  were  iiicule  in  I'esjx'et  of  healing,  lighting, 
ventilation  and  sanitary  aecoininodation. 

4 informal  notices  were  served. 

1 notice  was  complied  with. 


IvODENT  Control. 

Mr.  4.  K.  Davison,  who  was  a])poinled  Rodent  Officer  in  P)44, 
at  which  time  tlie  Infestation  Order,  194.4,  was  brought  into 
o])eration,  was  obliged  to  retire  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  on 
attaining  the  age  limit  of  b.“)  years.  His  successor,  Mr.  B.  Stul)bs, 
was  ap})ointed  two  months  hit('i'.  ( 'omplaints  of  surface  infestations 
in  tlie  inteT'val  wer(‘  dealt  with  by  tlu'  Disti'ict  lnsj)ectors. 

In  Local  Authority  Circular  Xo.  ’2\  the  Ministry  advised 
local  authorities  of  its  intention  to  eontiiuu'  existing  linaneial 
arrangements  for  a findher  year  subject  to  com])liance  with  the 
conditions  set  out  in  Chreular  X.S.  19.  The  (;onditions  were 
already  in  operation  in  this  district  and  full  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  Ministry’s  oiler. 


All  infested  sew(U'  sections  w(‘re  treated  twice  dui-ing  the  yeai‘ 
the  interval  betwec'n  tr(‘atment  being  a|){)roximately  b months. 
All  manhoh's  on  infested  sections  are  pr('-bait(‘d  on  two  consecutive 
days  and  tlu‘  amount  of  ])i'('-bait  take*  at  each  manhole  recorded. 
Poison  bait  (4Ch,  zinc  j)hosphid(d  is  then  laid  on  the  third  day. 


Comj)laints  of  infestation  by  rats  or  mice  wei'c  contirmed  in 
104  dw(dling  hous(‘s  and  o business  premise's.  4'wo  infestations  in 
houses  and  three  in  business  ('stablislunents  were'  found  to  be  of  a 
major  clnu-aeter.  'five  numbei’  of  infestations  rej)orted  and  dealt 
with  in  house's,  which  are  treated  fi’ee,  wlu'ii  conijeared  with  the 
number  of  comjilaints  rece'ived  freem  shops  and  factories,  in  respect 
of  which  vc'rv  I'casonable  costs  are  recovered,  te'lls  its  own  story. 


('ouneil  refuse  tips  and  other  surface  installations  were  treated 
on  19  occasions.  In  9 instances  the  infestations  were  of  major 
propoi'tions.  fL)th  sewer  maintenance  treatment  and  surface 
disinfestation  woi’k  ai'e  summarised  in  tabular  form. 


SEWERS. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  WATER  SUPPLY 

(Ponti’ibuted  by  the  Engineei'  and  Surveyor). 
Seweraoe. 

44ie  usual  inaintenaiice  of  all  Distriet  Sewers  was  carried  out 
duriuj^  the  year.  Extensions  to  Sewerage  Systems  were  carried 
out  due  to  Housing  Development  and  the  following  additional 
woT'ks  were  carried  out  : — 

(1)  tW'llHeld  Station,  W inuja'I'e.  4’lie  n(A\'  Sc'werage  Pum])ing 
Station,  Pumping  Mains  and  graviation  sewers  were  com- 
pl(.‘t(‘d.  44iis  now  eliminatt'S  tlu'  surchai’ged  and  inefficient 
S('wage  I)isj)osal  W'orks  starving  the  Wh'lltield  Road  Area. 

(2)  Hesledex.  a h"  sewer  diversion  for  a length  of  dO  yards, 
was  carried  out  to  obviate  Hooding  in  the  area. 

(H)  Merton.  1 )eteriorat(‘d  and  damaged  sewers  h"  and  12" 
for  a distanc(‘  of  200  yards  was  i‘(‘construct(‘d  at  J)alton 
'IfuTace. 

(t)  \\dx(JATE.  Pbc  bri(,‘k  and  concrete  culv(‘rt  t(j  take  Wdngatc 
H(H-k  Wfis  comph'tc'd.  This  Euho'rt,  boO  yarils  long  was 
(h'sigiu'd  to  obviate  a source  of  complaint  and  danger  to 
Public  Health  which  has  exist(‘d  for  manv  vears. 


(.3)  Horden.  'I’Ih'  complaint  of  olfensiv(‘  smells  in  the  vicinity 
of  ili('  Pi(,‘tur(‘  Hous(‘ at  Hordern  rc'curT’cd  during  the  veai’. 
Euithei-  investigation  and  a fui-tlier  reconstruction  of  22 
yard.s  of  0"  s(AV(‘r  and  20'  of  4"  Private  Di-ain  rectilied 
th(‘  complaint. 

(b)  Horden.  Numerous  comj^laints  of  oltcnsive  snubls 
w(U'(^  attended  to  in  tli(‘  Havvdhorn  Crescent  Area.  On 
investigation  of  tb(‘  House  Di’ainage  it  was  disco  veil'd 
that  considerabh'  lengths  of  drains  reepiired  renewing  and 
conci-eting.  'rids  woi-k  was  comph'ted,  obviating  the 
nuisance. 

(7)  Little  'fiioRi’E.  Investigation  of  severe  Hooding  at  'fhorpe 
Earm  reve'aled  a small  culvert  umh'r  the  unmade  road  of 
insulHcient  size  to  take  the  daily  How.  'Fhe  construction 
of  a 27"  Concrete  Culvert  ii'ctitied  this  comjilaint. 


W'a'I’er  Surely. 

Maintc'iiance  of  service  rt'sei  voirs  and  distributing  mains  of  tlu' 
f'ouncirs  water  supjily  system  was  carried  out  during  the  vear. 
Additions  to  the  su])j)ly  mains  wei-e  necessai'v  to  provide  for 
Housing  Development  at  IMackball  (3Hlierv  and  Easington  Village. 
Mains  were  altered  and  a length  of  new  main  laid  in  connection 
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will)  road  work.s  carried  out 
a[)proa(;li  I'oad  to  (jIoi'c  Hall 
lire  hydrants  were  j)rovided. 


by  Durham  County  C'ouiieil  on  tlu' 
Estate,  d'hoi'uley . '1  No.  additional 


Details  of  mains  and  hydi'ants  as  above  : — 

Blackhall  Colliery  20  houses — 

420  yds.  W main.  1 No.  hydi-ant. 

fhisin^ton  \hlla^e  (sit(‘  for  Dc'vc'lopmeni  lU'ar  .Mill  Mill) — 
IJO  yds.  4"  main.  1 No.  hydrant. 

SO  yds.  W main. 

Hoad  im))i‘ovenient  near  Coia*  Hall  — 

SO  yds.  2"  main. 


thill  advantage'  lias  been  taki'ii  of  tlu'  mains  ])rovid('<l  in 
aeeoi'danee'  with  tlu'  provisions  oi  the  Uural  \\'at(*i'  Suiiplii's  and 
Se'werage  Act,  1044,  in  tlu'  area  ol’  Durham  Eaiu',  l^lasiugton, 
and  in  tlu'  Sheraton  area.  Supplies  have  bc't'ii  eonnc'eted  to  th(' 
following  premises  : — 

DrnuiA.M  I^.\NE  Area. 

Strawbei’ry  Flail  Farm. 

Cow  Close  Fai'in. 

Cow  Close  Cottage  Eaiaii. 

Low  Ling  Close  Farm. 

.Moor  House  Farm. 

Holmlea  Smallholding. 


Sheraton  Area. 

Shei'alon  Hill  Faian  (2  eoniu'etions). 

White  House  Farm. 

Sheraton  Farm. 

Sheraton  Hall  Farm. 

Shei-aton  Hall  and  Cottage. 

Fleetshott  Farm,  Hutton  Henry. 

0 Ih’ivate^  Dwelliims  in  Sheraton  Village'. 

4hie  sui)])ly  of  soft  water  from  the  Burnhope  Beservoir  is  not 
yet  available  in  the  CouneiFs  area  although  the  section  of  main 
within  the  area  appears  to  have  been  com])leted. 

In  this  connection  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water 
Conpiany  hav('  recently  su])])lied  the  Council  with  information 
relating  to  a scheme  to  bring  a su])ply  of  softened  waiter  to  a 
large  part  of  this  CoLincil’s  area. 
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Housing. 

A total  of  1199  (Council  bouses  w(U'e  iiis])e(;to(l  during  tlie  ycair 
(utbei’  on  the  oeeasion  of  the  houses  becoming  vacant  or  ])rior  to 
exchange,  d’he  general  condition  of  the  prupeidy  was  invariably 
reported  and  })oth  tlu'  vSurveyor  and  Accountant  informed  of 
details  of  disT-epair.  A valuable  o))portunity  is  giv(‘n  under  this 
system  of  insjx'ction  prior  to  (cxchangess  heiiig  contirmed  to 
recommend  refusal  where  a house  is  observed  to  he  wilfully 
neglected. 

199  a])])lications  for  (\)uncil  houses  wer('  rca-eived  in  tlu' 
department  and  inv(‘stigat('d.  llepoi'ts  on  the  living  conditions 
and  cii'cumstancc's  of  tlu'  applicants  w(‘re  pr(‘])ar('d  and  forwaT‘d('d 
to  local  nunnhers  for  theii'  information  and  consid(U'ation. 


Inspectfons  under  tue  HorsiNc;  Act,  1999. 

.\innheT'  of  visits  and  re-visits  . . . . . . 1 9)^'^ 

.Xumher  of  informal  notices  s(‘rv('d  . . . . . . 294 

Xiimlxu'  of  statutoj'v  notices  s(‘rv('d  . . . . . . 94 

Xuinhei'  of  noticf's  com])li(Mi  with  . . . . . . 179 


Factory  Act,  1997. 

999  ins])ections  of  prumises  subject  to  tlu'  ])rovisions  of  tlu' 
above  Act  wow  made,  principally  in  connection  with  sanitary 
accojumodation  and  in  those  factories  whei’e  mechanical  powei-  is 
not  us('d  to  (msun*  adecjuate  lighting,  ventilation,  lu'ating,  ov(‘r- 
crowding  and  geiKwal  cleaidiness. 

99  notic(\s  were  sc'rved  and  99  com])li('d  with. 


SHf)Ps  Act,  1994. 

The  functions  of  the  District  C4)uncil  undei'  the  above  Act 
are  limited  to  piuvisions  relating  to  sanitary  convenicmces, 
ventilation  and  temp(‘rature. 

Ivegular  inspections  of  sho})  jiremises  were  maintained  through- 
out the  year  and  informal  a(*tion  in  r(‘S])ect  of  minor  deficieneic'S 
were  in  all  cases  successful. 

Xo  apf)licatio7ii  was  made  during  tlu'  year  for  certificates  of 
(‘xemption  umhu-  section  10  sub-se(dion  (2). 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  & 1948 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Otlier  Foods. 

Meat. 

A total  of  J4,8SI1  animals  was  slau^htei'C'd  at  tlu^  Station  Town 
(''o-op.  Abattoir  during  tin'  year,  ('oinpaix'd  with  tin'  l()4S  ii^ui'es 
an  in(*rease  of  1,1  bb  animals  w('re  slan^ht('i('d  made  up  ol’  bb 
cattle,  1,1()4  shee])  and  109  pi^s.  17.4  fewer  ealvc's  were  sc'iit  in 
for  slaughter. 

25  fewer  casualtv  and  o^^■ner  I'isk  animals  ^\’er{'  slauglit{'r(‘d  and 
this  fact  largely  accounts  for  the  la'dmdion  in  tin*  amount  of  mc'at 
condemned  as  com])ared  with  the  j)r('vious  year. 

Fhe  Abattoir  continues  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  whole  llural 
District  with  its  80,000  inhabitants  and  as  in  past  years  fac-ilities 
at  ])eak  slaughtering  ])eriods  were  taxed  beyond  all  I’easonabh' 
limits  with  the  same  cons('(pient  imavoidable  dihicultic's  in 
slaughtei'ing  procedin-e  and  handling  of  cai'casc's  and  otTal. 

New  lairage  accommodation  mor(i  cori-ectly  sitc'd  and  suitabk' 
for  the  abattoir  needs  than  the  ])revious  accommodation  was 
(constructed  and  ])ut  into  use  during  the  year.  Fhe  ap])i“oach  to 
the  slaughterhouse  and  loadiTig  dock  was  relaid  and  additional 
artifieial  lighting  installed  in  the  slaughtei‘hou.s('. 

Reference  to  the  detaik'd  survey  of  causes  of  condemnation 
will  shew  that  t\d)erculosis  continues  to  make  serious  inroads  on 
the  nation’s  fresh  meat  sup])lies,  whilst  among  edible  otfal, 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  predominantly  found  in  i1uk('  infested  livers 
of  Irish  cattle,  once  again  exacts  its  heavy  and  regular  toll. 

Stock  slaughtered,  the  incidence  of  disease,  and  com])arativ(' 
tigures  of  condemnation  during  past  years  follow  in  tabular  form 
for  convenience  in  reference. 

Other  Foods. 

Sho])  kee])ers  who  had  been  obliged  for  so  many  years  to  secure 
eontirmation  of  their  “ points  ” claims  for  damaged  foodstuffs 
were  relieved  of  that  necessity  by  the  removal  of  pcnnts  rationing 
from  many  items.  This  fact  inevitably  reduced  tlieir  calls  on  the 
Inspectors’  services.  Nevertheless,  many  multi])lc  firms  ap])ear  to 
j)refer  the  system,  ])rol)ably  as  genuine  evidence  in  their  claims 
against  sup]iliers,  and  consequently  considerable  work  is  entaih'd 
on  occasions  in  determining  claims.  It  is  still  necessary  to  advise 
the  Ministry  of  Food  where  quantities  of  foodstuff's  ca])able  of 
processing  and  justifying  transport  come  to  notice  and  ratioiu'd 
commodities  must  still  be  examined  and  su])poi4ed  by  certdieaT' 
before  re})lacement  is  allow('d. 


Carcases,  Organs  and  Edible  Offal  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  Human  Consumption  during  year  1949. 


Care 

ises,  etc. 

L 

jngs  (Sets) 

He 

arts 

Kid- 

neys 

Livers 

Heads  & 
Tongues 

Sets 

Stomachs 

and 

Intestines 

Fat 

Udd’rs 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Pig 

Ox 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Pig 

Ox 

Ox 

Cow 

Abscesses 

4 sts. 

74 

3 

1 

Actinomycosis 

3 

Acute  Fever 

Ic 

Aspirations 

5 

Bacilliary  Necrosis 

2 

Bruising  & Injury 

3 sts. 

Ic 

Capilliary  Angioma 

19 

Cirrhosis 

473 

89 

Congestion 

Ic 

5c 

2 

1 

Cystic  Conditions 

436 

8 

9 

11 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

1 

2 

Decomposition 

2+11  sts. 

Ic 

7c 

Degeneration 

4 

5 

Emaciation  &/or  Oedema 

3c 

2 + lc 

Immaturity 

Ic 

Ic 

Jaundice 

1 

Ic 

Mastitis 

61 

Nephritis 

19 

Pericarditis  (Including  Septic  & Traumatic) 

6 

Peritonitis 

2 

7 

Pleurisy 

8 

Pneumonia 

19 

6 

4 

Pyaemia 

Ic 

Septic  Conditions 

Ic 

Ic 

Strongyli 

2 

Tuberculosis  . . 

3o 

Ic 

345 

2 

104 

16 

9 

11 

Uraemia 

Ic 

Ic 

Ic 

'C"  indicafes  Casualty  Animal. 
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Provisions,  Fish,  etc..  Condemned  as  being  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  during  year,  1949. 
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'roial  weight  of'lMeat  and  Edible  OlTal 
eendejuiied 

'Total  weight  of  'Tinned  Foods,  etc., 
eondeinned 


sty.  U.Jlbs. 
895  sts.  11  lbs. 


'Total  Weight 


3,987  sts.  10|  lbs. 


24  'I'ons  18  (hvts.  3 Sts.  U)^-  lbs. 


^h‘ar  ending 
31st  December 


193b 

1937 

1938 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 
194b 

1947 

1948 

1949 


Weight  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods  Condemned 


tons. 

cwts. 

sts. 

lbs. 

1 

3 

2 

12 

4 

13 

1 

1 

2 

1 

b 

3 

3 

b 

5 

13 

21 

1 

3 

0 

17 

12 

5 

2 

1 1 

3 

4 

7 

18 

12 

4 

21 

4 

4 

4 

25 

11 

1 

i(t| 

23 

1 

0 

r.3 

29 

13 

0 

30 

3 

r* 

i 

(j:! 

24 

18 

3 

loj 

Ih'BLic  Health  (Meat)  Eegulations,  1933. 


Provision  is  made  under  the  above  I’egulations  for  tlu*  sujx'r- 
vision  of  buteluu's’  shops,  slauglitcw  houses  and  th(‘  pi’otection  of 
imait  against  cojitaminat ion  by  dii't,  fbh's,  etc.,  in  transpoi't  and 
handling.  Owing  to  tlu'  continued  c(mtralisation  of  slaughtering 
onl\'  the  Co-opeT'ative  Abattoir  at  Station  'Town  is  operating  and 
as  ('rown  pr(^j)ertv  is  not  legally  bound  by  the  regulations.  Certain 
other  slaughter  houses  bav(‘  been  S(‘lect(Ml  as  appi'oved  slaughtering 
points  in  connection  with  the  slaughter  of  pigs  under  liccmce. 


\'ehicles  used  for  the  transj)ort  of  meat  from  the  abattoir  were 
frecpiently  examined  by  the  meat  insjx'ctor  prior  to  and  during 
loading.  'Thei’e  was  s(4dom  cause  for  objecdion  but  on  such 
occasions  a verbal  rcujuest  for  attention  secured  the  desired  result. 


Diseases  of  Animals,  Act. 


Xo  cases  of  notifiable  disease, 
contirmed  during  the  year. 


swine  fever,  anthrax,  etc.. 


were 
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Si.AiKHiTEJi  OF  Animals  Act, 


All  stunning  and  slaughtei’ing  of  animals  at  tlu'  abattoir  was 
un(lertak(Mi  by  j)roj)erly  li(*(Miso(i  and  (‘oin])(dtMit  slaughtcrinen  and 
as  fai-  as  practicable  in  \dcw  of  flu*  limited  facilitic's  available  all 
precautions  wer(‘  taken  to  |)rev('nt  any  uniu'cessarv  suilering  by 
the  animals,  all  of  which  ai'c  meehani(*ally  stunned  |)rior  to 
slaughter. 


'ruBERCiiLosis  Order,  IblkS. 

Five  cows  w(M-e  taken  to  the  abattoir  dming  tlu‘  yeai'  umK'r  the 
above  Order.  All  were  found  on  j)ost -morti'in  iusp(*etion  to  Ix' 
atteeted,  but  in  all  eases  the  disease'  was  ” not  advanced  ” and 
the  eareases  passed  for  human  consumption  aftei'  condemnation 
of  affected  parts  and  organs. 


Food  a\d  Druos  Act,  lildS. 

All  premises  where  food  is  prc'paix'd,  stoi’cd  or  sold  w('re  visite'd 
frec|uently  during  the  yi'ar  with  the  thri'cfold  object  of  securing 
structural  re])airs  to  j)remis('s  where  needed,  striving  by  any 
mixture  of  ])ersuasion  and  wai  inng  to  attain  in  those  j)remises  a 
satisfaetoi-y  standard  of  eh'aidiiu'ss  and  urging  those  i)eT’Sons  in 
charge  of  such  c'stablishments  to  insist  on  tlu*  highest  ])ossibl(' 
standard  of  personal  hygiene  in  tlu'ir  resj)eetive  statfs.  It  is  not 
surprising  to  find  that  those  who  best  a j)])i‘eeiat('  the  importance 
of  })ersonal  hygiene  invariably  have  the  cleanest  })remises,  whilst 
those  most  in  need  of  a little  forcible  persuasion  fi'('(jU('ntly  avoid 
the  rightful  consecpiences  of  theii’  attitude  because  of  an  irritating 
vagueness  in  the  law.  Section  Id  of  tlu'  A(*t  by  viidm'  of  whi(*h  so 
much  is  attempted  and  doiu'  I'ccpiii-es  not  a constant  supply  of 
hot  and  cold  water  in  tlu'  pi'cmises  but  only  a suttieient  sup))ly  in, 
or  within  reasonable  distance  of,  the  I’oom.  Such  wording,  howevei' 
necessary  to  the  legislators  is  a constant  soui’ce  of  frustration  to 
any  person  chaiged  with  administei'ing  the  section. 


ddiirty-seven  a])])lications  foi-  I'egistration  of  pi-emises  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream  ” under  Section  14  of  the  Act  wa're  received 


during  the  year  and  were  ajijiroved.  Five  a|)])lications  were 
rejected  because  of  the  failure'  of  the  ])i-eniises  to  comjily  w’ith  all 
requirements  of  Section  Id. 


Two  further  a])plications  for  registration  were  I’eceivcd  in 
respect  of  a ncM’  butcher’s  shop  and  a fried  tish  sho]).  Both  a|)pli- 


(aitions  were  granted. 


A record  number  of  11)4  samj^les  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during 
the  year  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratoiw,  Newcastle  u|)on  Tyne.  The  places  at 


53 


whicli  the  .sam]ileR  were  taken  and  their  grading  are  shown  in 
tabular  form  and  it  should  be  noted  that  all  sani])les  graded  1 
and  '2  ai-e  regarded  as  satisfaetorv.  In  faet  142  sam])les  satisfied 
the  methylene  blue  t(‘st,  a fail’  tribute  in  my  oj)inion  to  the  bacterial 
])uritv  of  the  confection. 


A considerable  volume  of  well  informed  o])inion  urged  tlu' 
introduction  of  a statutory  compositional  standard  but  without 
success,  tiu'  Minister  of  Food  holding  the  view  that  the  su])])ly  of 
fats  for  the  trade  did  not  permit  the  introduction  of  any  worth- 
while statidard.  A small  additional  allocation  of  sugar  and  fat 
was  made  available',  however,  to  those  manufacturers  pre])ared  to 
guarantee'  a minimum  fat  content  of  2-b  ])er  cent.  The  Liaisern 
Division  erf  the  .Ministi-y  reepieste'd  that  fat  analysis  of  ice  cream 
might  be  erbtaine'el  from  loe*al  manufae*turers  anel  to  this  enei  bo 
samples  were  taken  freun  manufactui-ers  in  the'  elistrict  and 
feri'warded  to  Mr-,  (lor-dem  Tar'ey,  Fublie'  Analyst,  Xe'weastle'  rprern 
Tyne'  for  e'xamination.  The  residts  showe'd  oo  samples  to  be  abervo 
the'  agre'cel  figure'  and  10  below.  Ib'sults  were'  forwaieh'd  at  monthly 
inte'i'vals  to  the  Ministi’v  foi‘  the'ii-  information. 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING— YEAR  1949. 
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Total  Methylene  Blue  Sam j)les  ..  ..  ..  ..  194 

I'ctal  Fat  Fonteut  Sam])les  . . . . . . . . (>5 
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Mtlk  (Special  Desicnatk^ks)  Order,  1!)3() -44. 

'Ilio  DiiDiber  of  ])ersons  licc'iised  during  tlu'  y('ai'  to  ])roduc(\ 
l)ottle  or  purvey  designated  milk  in  tlie  distriet  is  as  follows  : — 


Grade  of  Milk 

Total 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Accredited 

Pasteurised 

Wholesale  Producers 

9 

10 

1 

20 

Retail  Producers 

4 

8 

12 

Bottler  Retailers 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Retailers 

1 

18 

19 

Total  — 

15 

18 

20 

54 

During  H)48  tlie  numlxu’  of  milk  sam])l(‘s  takcai  established  a 
record  for  the  distriet  u])  to  that  time.  That  i-eeord  was  well 
ech])sed  during  1949,  destined  to  be  the  last  year  foi’  local  sujxu-- 
vision  of  milk  production,  when  ,495  sam])les  of  milk  were  (‘ollectcal 
and  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newcastle  u])on  Dyne.  The  total  was  made  up  of 
1S7  samples  of  raw  milk — (submitted  to  methylene  blue  and 
coliform  tests  to  establish  the  kee])ing  (piality  and  assess  the 
cleanliness  of  the  milk),  50  sam])les  of  ])asteurised  milk  (submitted 
to  methylene  blue  and  phos])hatase  tests  to  establish  the  efficiency 
of  heat  treatment)  and  158  sam])les  taken  for  tulx'rcle  detection. 
Animal  inocidation  revealed  the  ])resence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in 
11  of  the  milk  sam])les — a ])ositive  incidiuice  of  7-10  ]ier  (*ent. 
of  the  sani])les  taken  for  that  purjjose.  In  each  case  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  v ’^as  informed  immtxliately  to  enable 
veterinary  inspectors  of  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  tlu' 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  undertake  further  examination  of  the 
dairy  herds  involved. 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  the  East  Durham  Co-0])erative 
Dairies  pasteurisation  plant  at  Welltield  and  the  efficiency  of  the 
pasteurising  })rocess  (H.T.S.T.)  High  Tem])erature — Short  Time 
is  demonstrated  in  the  results  of  phos})hatase  tests  of  the  weekly 
milk  samples  taken. 

Under  the  new  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (I^asteurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  which  came  into  operation  on 
1st  October,  1949  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities  became  the  licensing 
authorities.  Briefly  the  supervision  of  the  Welllield  plant  was 
transferred  to  Durham  County  Council. 
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No  a])])li(‘ati()ii  foi'  I'cgistration  uiuUa'  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Oi’der,  192()  was  reeeived  at  any  time  during  tlie  year  but  milk 
])i’()duetion  was  found  to  have  eeased  at  nine  farms.  The  usual 
adjustments  wei-e  aeeordingly  made  in  the  i-egister.  During  the 
eouT’se  of  the  yeai-  409  iiis})eetions  of  eowsheds,  dairy  ])remises 
and  j)urveyors  j)remises  were  made  and  90  informal  notices  served 
for  infringements  of  the  Order. 

As  tlu'  yeai'  ended  full  particulars  of  all  pei’sons  and  premises 
I’egistered  by  this  authority  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  authority, 
ai'e  (laii'v  farmers  and  dairy  farms  as  dehned  in  the  regulations 
were  furnished  on  recpusst  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  I 
regi'etted  the  necessity.  Indeed  I f('el  that  had  the  standard 
attained  in  this  area  been  general  th('  need  might  not  have  arisen. 


Number  ' 

Registered  ilnspections 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecutions 

Producers 

lib 

344 

24 

— 

Purveyors 

19 

bf) 

b 

— 

In  conclusion  1 gratefully  acknowledge  your  guidance  thi'ough- 
out  the  year  and  thaidv  all  members  of  tlu'  depart  mod  for  their 
uid’ailing  su|)i)oit.  'This  re})oid  should  be  interpi’cted  in  large 
measure  as  a r(‘tlection  of  their  eti’orts. 

1 am  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servaid, 


K.  11.  SHoirr, 

Senior  Sanitary  inspector. 
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APPENDIX 

lilL;  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  EASINGTON 

1 IeALTH  1 )E]’A  IITMENT, 

Council  Offices, 
Kasington, 

Co.  Durham. 
14tli  January,  IDoO. 


REPORT  ON  THE  OVERCROWDING  SURVEY,  1949 


Origin  and  Purpose  of  the  Survey. 

This  overci’owding  survey  lias  been  undertaken  with  four  main 
objects  in  view  : — 


1. 


To  ascertain  whether  overcrowding  can  he  held  to  he 
the  main  factor  in  the  causation  of  the  relatively  high 
infantile  mortality  rate  foi’  the  district. 


'2.  To  obtain  reliable  information  as  to  the  degree  of  over- 
crowding existing  in  the  area  in  view  of  the  number  of 
cases  of  gi’oss  overcrowding  which  from  time  to  time  come 
to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Depai-tment. 

J.  'fo  obtain  reliable  information  on  which  to  base  the  jiresent 
housing  needs  of  the  district. 


4.  To  ascertain,  so  far  as  possible,  the  number  of  jiersons  in 
the  district  housed  as  in-laws,  sub-tenants  and  lodgers,  and 
the  disti’ibution  of  the  jiojmlation  in  four  main  age  groiqis. 


The  survey  was  carried  out  bv  six 
months  of  February  to  May,  HlTl). 


enumerators 


during  the 


Explanation  of  Standards  Used. 

‘ For  the  pui'jiose  of  this  survey  a dwelling  house  is  considered 
to  be  overcrowded  when  the  number  of  persons  slee})ing  in  the 
house  is,  in  relation  to  the  number  of  rooms  of  which  the  house 
consists,  in  excess  of  the  number  of  persons  shown  in  Table  1 
below.  Children  under  the  age  of  ten  years  count  as  half  a ])erson. 
The  ‘‘  number  of  units  ” in  a family,  or  the  number  of  ‘‘  equivalent 
persons,”  means  the  number  obtained  by  counting  each  person  of 
ten  years  of  age  and  over  as  one  unit,  and  each  child  under  ten 
years  of  age  as  half  a unit. 


Two  standards  have  been  used  in  estimating  the  degree  of 
overcrowding  : — 

1 . A standard  almost  identical  with  that  used  for  the  Over- 
crowding Survey  in  England  and  Wales  carried  out  in  1935 
under  the  Housing  Act  passed  in  that  year.  The  only 
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variation  is  that  whereas  in  tlie  1935  Survey  infonts  under 
one  year  of  age  were  disregarded,  in  the  ])resent  survey 
they  have  been  included  witli  tlie  cliildren  under  ten  years. 
This  standard,  whicli  will  be  referred  to  hereafter  as  the 
" statutorv  ” standard,  is  an  extreinelv  low  one  and  bv  no 
means  conforms  to  any  modeiai  conce])tion  of  satisfactory 
housing  accommodation.  The  following  sentence  a])])ears  in 
[)aragra])h  3 of  Memorandum  B.,  on  the  Housing  Act,  1935 
in  regard  to  it.  “ It  is  relevant  to  point  out  that  this 
standard  does  not  represent  any  ideal  standard  of  housing, 
but  the  minimum  which  is  in  the  view  of  Parliament 
tolerabl(%  while  at  tlie  sam(‘  time  capable  of  immediate 
or  earlv  enfoi'cement.” 


'1.  A bedroom  ” standard,  which  is  based  on  the  use  of 
bedrooms  only  for  sleeping  [lurposes,  and  exeludes  the  use 
of  any  living  room  foi-  sleejiing  purjioses.  'fids  standard  comes 
close  to  the  ” hv jiothetical  ” standard  mentioned  in  the 
Hejiort  on  the  1935  Survey,  and  which  lies  between  the 
statutorv  standard  and  that  laid  down  in  Section  37  of  the 
Housing  Act  of  1939.  33iis  standai'd  in  Section  37  could 
perha])s,  the  Iveport  says,  be  taken  as  the  ideal  standard  of 
housing.  This  Section  has,  however,  since  been  repealed. 

In  the  statutory  standard  tiie  permitted  number  for  a house  is 
the  number  as  shown  by  the  following  table  : — 


3b\BLE  1. 


Wdiere  a house' 
consists  of  : 


(a) 

(»)) 

(a) 

(cl) 

(e) 


One  room 
Two  rooms 
Three  rooms 
Four  rooms 
Five  rooms  or  more 


The  permitted  nunibei’ 
of  units  is  : 

2 
3 


7.1 


10  with  an 


additional  2 in  respect  of  each  room  in  excess  of  live. 


Under  the  stricter  bedroom  standard  the  jierniitted  number  of 
units  is  as  shown  below  : — 


dhVBLE  2. 


Where  a house  The  jierniitted  number 

consists  of  : of  units  is  : 

(a)  One  bedroom  . . . . . . . . 2 

(b)  Two  bedrooms  . . . . . . . . 4 

(c)  Three  bedrooms  . . . . . . b with  an 

additional  2 in  resjiect  of  each  bedroom. 
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'I'lic  following  points  should  be  carefully  notcal. 

Wdiereas  the  IDdd  Sui'vey  was  liniitc'd  to  the  working  class 
houses  in  the  area,  in  this  survey  over  hr)%  of  all  inhabited  houses 
in  the  area  hava*  been  included.  The  (‘xcej>tions  comprise  farms 
and  a number  of  larger  rt'sidential  hous(\s  and  some  cottages  in 
outlying  districts,  together  with  a residue  of  houses  from  w^hich, 
for  vai'ious  I'easons,  no  information  could  be  obtained.  'Idle 
houses  owned  by  the  Kasington  Ivural  District  (Jouncil  also 
includ(‘  houses  built  by  th('  North  Kastern  Housing  Association, 
and  private  houses  and  s(piatt('rs  huts  tak(Mi  ov(‘i-  by  this  authority. 


In  the  11)11“)  Survey  a standai'd  of  caj)acity  w'as  used,  and  a 
room  of  less  than  bO  sep  ft.  wais  not  counted  as  a room.  In  the 
present  sui’vev  it  w'as  not  j)ossible  to  undertake  any  nu'asurenumts, 
and  the  inclusion  oi’  exclusion  of  a room  dejiended  to  a large* 
extent  on  the  use  made  of  it  by  the  inhabitants. 


Hesults  of  the  Sukvey. 

From  the  tables  for  individual  areas,  the  summary  talih* 
covering  the  Fasington  Ivural  District  Council  as  a whole  has 
been  compiled. 


This  table  contains  all  the  information  about  housing  conditions 


in  relation  to  the  area,  considered  as  one  unit,  which  was  ascer- 
tained from  the  survey.  It  show's  that  : — 


21,332  dwellings  were  investigated  ; and  that 
737  houses  were  found  to  be  overcrowded, 

so  that  in  the  area  as  a whole  at  the  time  of  the  survey  3- “)%  of 
families  were  living  in  overcroAvded  conditions. 


The  table  show's  the  number  of  families  of  anv  gdveii  size  and 
the  numbei’  of  such  families  occuj)ying  dw'ellings  of  any  specilied 
ca])acity.  Similarly,  it  shows  the  number  of  such  (hvellings  of  any 
given  size,  and  the  number  occupied  by  families  of  a specified 
size.  The  entries  below^  and  to  the  left  of  the  stepped  diagonal, 
showm  in  red  ink,  give  the  numbers  and  distribution  of  the 
overcrowaled  families,  wdiile  those  al)ove  and  to  the  right  of  that 
diagonal  relate  to  the  uncrowded  families.  The  entries  on  the 
step})ed  diagonal  itself  show'  the  families  w'liose  accommodation  is 
exactly  the  minimum  permitted  by  the  overcrowding  standard. 
The  further  from  the  diagonal  the  entry  a])})ears  the  greater  is  the 
de])arture  from  the  standard,  so  that  the  Avorst  cases  of  overcroAvd- 
ing  can  be  ])icked  out  at  once.  Thus,  for  exam])le,  the  table  shoAvs 
that  the  survey  disclosed  six  families  of  nine  units  each  living  in 
accommodation  only  capable  of  taking  three  units  on  the  over- 
crowding standard. 


It  must  be  em])hasised  that  the  foregoing  figures  refer  to  the 
statutory  standard  which,  as  has  been  said,  is  admittedly  very  Ioav. 
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A similar  examination  of  the  table  setting  ont  the  figures  l)ase(l 
on  the  bedroom  ” standard  gives  the  following  I'esnlts.  On  this 
])asis  the  table  shows  that  : — 


21,332  houses  were  investigated  ; and  that 
3,463  houses  were  found  to  be  overcrowded, 

so  that,  throughout  the  area,  using  tlie  “ bedi'oom  ” standard,  at 
the  time  of  tlie  siu'vey,  16-2%  of  families  w(n-e  living  in  over- 
crowded conditioTis.  Foi’  a furthei'  example  it  can  be  seen  fi-om 
this  tal)le  that  twenty-three  families  of  eight  units  were  living  in 
accommodation  only  ca})able  of  taking  four  units  on  the  “ bed- 
room ” overcrowding  standard. 


The  foregoing  cxam])l(‘s  arc  taken  from  the  summary  sheet  for 
the  whole  district,  which  will  be  found  after  this  letter  and  the 
summary  of  statistics.  It  is  followed  by  two  sheets  giving  the 
figures  for  Kasington  IT  I).C.  houscsaiid  private  houses res])ectivelv. 
I'hereaftei'  sheets  ai'(‘  attached  giving  the*  ligur(\s  for  each  individual 
ward  in  alj)hab('tical  oi’dc'r,  the  sh(*et  for  I'lasiugton  I-v.D.Ch  hous(‘S 
being  placed  first  followc'd  by  oik*  for  ])rivatc  houses  and  then  bv 
a similar  sheet  for  the  whole  ward. 


As  mentioiu'd  above  the  opportunity  has  Ixh'U  taken  to  ascertain 
as  far  as  possible,  the  number  of  ])ersons  “ living  in,”  either  as 
in-laws,  sul)-tenants  or  lodgers. 

From  the  summary  slu'ct  it  will  be  scfui  that,  taking  th(‘  district 
as  a whole,  4-,43‘l  jxTSoiis  were  accommodated  in  2,046  house's  as 
in-laws,  066  ])ersons  in  337  houses  as  sub-tenants,  and  602  ])ersons 
in  o22  houses  as  lodgei’s.  When  these  figures  are  dissected  into 
Fasington  H.D.r.  houses  and  ])rivate  house's  the'  figures  are  as 
follows  : — 


Tn  the  Fasingte)n  F.D.C.  he)uses,  2,017  })e'rse)ns  are  houseel  in 
807  houses  as  in-laws.  There'  arc  lU)  sub-tenants,  anel  216  ])ersons 
live  in  180  houses  as  lexlgers. 


For  the  private  he)uses,  2,146  ])ersons  are  he)used  in  1,140  houses 
as  in-laws,  0()6  ])erse)ns  in  337  houses  as  sub-tenants,  anel  38() 
jiersons  in  342  houses  as  lodgers. 


With  regarel  to  these  figures  it  must  be  saiel  that  those  given 
for  private  houses  aiv  preebably  rease)nably  accurate  and  give  a 
true  picture  of  the  situation.  In  the  case  of  the'  Fasingte)n  Pv.D.C. 
houses,  however,  there  is  a rule  that  no  suli-tenants  are  alle)weel, 
anel  it  is  clear  that  in  some  instane'cs  the  ties  of  ennsanguinitv 
have  been  stretcheel  very  wielely  in  the  infeirmation  given  to  the 
enumerators.  This  fact,  unfortunately,  detracts  somewhat  from 
the  accuracy  of  these  figures  both  fe)r  the  area  as  a whole  anel 
fe)r  the  Fasington  R.D.C.  house's.  The  relevant  information  foi- 
each  warel  is  given  on  the  appropriate  sheet. 
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COMPAKTSON  WITH  1935. 


F()i‘  the  reasons  ali’eady  inentioiual,  namely  the  extension  of 
tlu'  siiT'vey  to  hons(\s  of  all  tyj)es,  and  (*ertain  variations  from  the 
standai'd  used  in  1935,  no  ixdiahle  eom|)arison  ean  he  mad('  between 
the  hgui'es  foi-  the  1935  survey  and  the  ])resent  one.  As  a matter 
of  interest  the  following  iiirui-(“s  for  the  two  surveys  are  ^iven  : — 


Dwellings  Enumerated. 

.All  Dwellings 

Dwellings  owned  by 
Housing  Authorities 

l^otal 

Over- 

erowded 

(Statutory 

Standard) 

Percentage 

over- 

crowded 

Total 

Over- 

crowded 

(Statutory 

Standard) 

Percentage 

over- 

crowded 

1935 

Survey 

20,211 

2,422 

12-0 

2,714 

291 

10-7 

1949 

Survey 

21,332 

736 

3 • 5 

7,007 

237 

3-4 

From  thes(‘  ligui’es  it  would  a|)])ear  that,  on  the  admittedly 
low  statutoi'v  standai'd  the  position  in  this  area,  while  far  from 
satisfa(‘tory,  is  an  im])i'ovement  on  the  eonditions  prevailing  in 
1935,  when  Durham  County  headed  the  list  of  eounties  in  its 
degree  of  ovei’erowding  with  a Hgure  of  12%,  and  wdien  Easington, 
with  a similar  hgure,  was  fourth  in  the  list  of  most  overerowded 
rural  districts  in  the  eountiy. 

Between  1935  and  1939  many  lai’ge  rediousing  schemes  were 
com])leted  by  this  Authority  to  rediouse  those  dis])laced  under  the 
Slum  Clearance  ])rogramme,  2,729  houses  being  built  by  the 
Authority  or  by  the  North  Eastern  Housing  Association  during 
these  years.  In  addition,  over  the  same  period,  the  Authority 
built  159  houses  for  the  re-housing  of  overcrowded  families. 
This  extensive  ])rogramme  would  clearly  have  some  effect  in 
diminishing  the  degree  of  overcrowding. 

Conclusions  to  be  Drawn  from  the  Survey. 

1 . From  the  hgures  disclosed  it  is  doubtful  whether  over- 
crowding in  itself,  while  clearly  existing  to  a serious  degree, 
can  be  held  to  be  the  main  causal  factor  in  the  relatively 
high  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  district,  though  it  is 

almost  certainlv  a contributory  factor.  Lower  infantile 

* * 

mortality  rates  have  been  achieved  in  areas  where  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  degree  of  overcrowding  existing 
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is  any  less.  Furthermore  the  mortality  rate  for  y)ulmonary 
tuberculosis  which,  together  with  the  infantile  mortality 
rate,  is  adversely  affected  by  overcrowding,  in  this  area 
contrasts  fav()ura])ly  with  the  figure  for  the  whole  country, 
'fhe  decline  in  breast  feeding,  and  a standard  of  mothercraft 
lower  than  it  should  be,  are  probably  factors  contributing 
equally  with  overcrowding  in  the  ])roduction  of  the  unsatis- 
factory infantile  mortality  rate. 

2.  The  fact  that  5,30b  persons  or  5*7^;,  of  the  ])opulatio]i 
enumerated  are  without  homes  of  their  own  is  a matter 
of  serious  im])()rtance,  in  view  of  the  amount  of  discomfoi-t 
and  stress  which  must  inevita))ly  exist  due  to  these 
circumstances. 

3.  While  no  attem])t  has  been  made  to  assess  either  the  amount 
or  tv])e  of  housing  necessary  to  alleviate'  the  present  position, 
it  is  hoped  that  the  figures  of  the  survey  will  be  of  sonu' 
assistance  to  those  whose  task  it  is  to  do  so. 

Conclusion. 

The  tabulation  of  the  figures  obtained  in  this  survey  has  been 
an  arduous  task.  l\Ir.  Short,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  has 
both  ])repared  and  supervised  the  carrying  out  of  the  survey, 
while  Mr.  Branthwaite,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  de])artment,  has 
been  largely  responsible  for  the  final  com])ilation  of  the  tables. 
Every  member  of  the  de])artmental  staff,  however,  has  worked 
many  hours  of  overtime  during  an  exceptionally  fine  summe!', 
in  the  work  of  ])reparing  the  tables,  and  to  all  of  them  1 wish  to 
express  my  thanks. 

T am  indebted  to  H.M.  Stationery  Office  for  ]:)ermission  to 
reproduce  portions  of  the  Re])ort  on  tlu*  Overcrowding  Sinwc'y  in 
England  and  Wales,  1036. 


E.  F.  DAWSOX-WALKEB, 

INTedical  Officer  of  Health. 
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